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7.12. And there was much murmuring among the people concerning him 
for ſome ſaid, He is a good man, others ſaid nay,but He gdeceivcth the people. * 5 
Tohn 16.3. And theſe things will they do unto you , becauſe they have not known 


the Father, nor Me. 


Credo me Theologum ofe C hbrifianum, & inregno veritatis vivere ; ideo me debitorem efſe, 
n0n modo affirnande veritatis, ſed eriam aſſerende, & defendende, ſeu per ſanguinem, 
ſan per mortem, Luthcr, 
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the Lo & Þ's voce toyou; and I hope he will 
move your hearts, to regard it ; though Satan 
hath mightily beſtirr'd himſelf, by caſting an i 
Vizzard upon the Truth, to make you diſlike it. 
Bur if you like CuR15T the worſe for a Face 
ſbit on and buffeted, you may wanta SAVIOUR: 
And if you like the truth of Cur1sT the 

A+ - worſe 


473 FEI Xn 
worſe for a ſcratcht Face, you may make your dwel- 
ling place, with Errour & Elumane Doftrines, wth 
are all one. Micaiah had no looner delivered the 
truth of G © Þ, but there was a Falſe Prophet, 
to ſmite him on the face : the L o R Þ no ſooner 
repares Inſtruments to reveale his truth , bur 
Satan hath his mſtruments, ready to turn the truth 
of GOD mtoale. Andthis Go Þ ſuffers to be 
done, to exerciſe your skill and wiſdome, that you 
might learn, not to be offended. at the truth with 
the World , but to receiveand we the truth, not- 
withſtanding all the mdignities and reproaches of 
men. When you reade what you have heard, you 
muſt needs acknowledge it tobe the'mmde of Gop, 
if you received the anomting of the Spirit : and the 
truth herein contained, ſhall prevaile with all 
that belong ro G © b. For my part;l am not care: 
full rouching the ſucceſſe of ir, I can. truſt G o » 
with that, whole Word it is. For, as the Do&rine 
of the World, hath the weak power of the World 
to carry on that; ſo the Dofrine of Teſus Chriſt, 
hath the mi2hty power of G © Þ to carry on that: 
and the power of Goointhe World: ſhall as 
ſoon be made woid, as the true DoFrine of the 
Gofpell, though called Errour, Hereſie, & Schiſme, 
and have all the miſeuiſes of Hell put upon it. 
The truth. you then heard delivered, and miy 
here 


DEDICATORY. © 
here reade again, ſhall carry all poſition, and op- 
foſers before it, and none thall beable to ſtand 
againſt it , that inzage againſt it: And of this, 
both your ſelves and this generation gall be Iit- 
neſſes. 

If any think thatI gave too much power to 
CHRIST, in the Reforming of the Church, his 
6:1 Body ; let them conſider again, that too mich 
cannot be givento CHRIST inGops king- 
dome, fleeing, he is all in all in it. Neither is that 
exaltation the Gofþel gives to CHRIST in this 
Buſineſle, any diminution to your ſelves : neither 
by making CHRI1ST all in the Kingdome of 
G 0D, are you made ever the leſſe, in the Xing- 
domes of this World. Burt whar ever power the 
Word of Go Þ hath givenyou, I will deny you 
none of it, nay, I will be among the firſt, that 
{hall attribute itto you. And do delire, you 
would no more any of you be diſpleaſed tor attri- 
buting the Reformation of the Church, to CHRIST 
alone, then the Redemption, Tuſtification, Sanftift- 
cation, or Glorification of it, to CHRIST alone: 
The former being every whit, as great and glori- 
ousa workof CHR1s Tas the latter. I do moſt 
willingly allow you your 7 hrones in the Kingdoms 
of this World, but only defire to reſerve to Chriſt 
hiSown Throne in the Kingdome of G o Þ. 

A3 There 
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THE EPISTLE 

"There are thoſe indeed that would ft you up 
to this Throne, not becauſe they would have 
ou fit there, but place themrthere : they would 
aſcribe to you, the power only due to the Sonne of 
G o Þ, not becauſe they would have you uſe ir, 
but would «ſe it themſelves, they would derive 
power from you, to do that, which they ſay you 
cannot do : and the power they attribute to you 
in the things of G op, they lay, is not well in 
your hands, but in thears. 

And here I would defire you, to take notice of 
the working of the Mhſterie of Taiquity, from the 
Head, to the very Little-toes of the Man of Sinne : 
At firſt you know the Pope intereſted himſelf in 
the Emperour , and Powers of the World (for his 
own adrvantage and ſupport no doubt, rather then 
for theirs) after, the Prelates ſuccelsively, ſaid to 
worldly Kings, Lend us your power, and we will lend 
you ours ; Let our ſpiritual power deale in tempo- 
ral things , and your temporal power ſhall deale 
in ſpirituall things : and ftill the Clergy-power 
(which call'd it ſelf (piritual) ſo linkt it ſelf with 
the temporal, that the power that was not of God, 
might be upheld, by the power that was of God, 
and (having got this advantage) they cried, 
Deſtroy one, Deſtroy both ; and ſo the Prelates 


were wont to ſay, No Biſhop, no King. And 
their 
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DEDICATORY.G _ 
their ſucceſſors in the Kingdome of Antichriſt (till 
cry, No Mmifter, no Magiſtrate ; and ſo ftill min- 
ole intereſts and powers with the civil Magiſtrate , 
that under the Maziftrate,the power of G o Þ, they 
might cunnmgly fhrowd that power that 15 not of 
G 0 D. And thus they {Aill, under the name of the 
Magiſtrate, ſeek themſelves, and the drawing of 


thar power that is only his, from him to themſelves, 


to whom it doth not belong : Being, in the 
mean time, really againſt Magiſtracy, further then 
it 15 ſerviceable to their own ends. Whereas, we 
reckon Magiſtracy, not leſt Magiftracy,no leſſe the 
Ordinance of Go Þ, though we ſuffer under it, 
and by it. 

This Clergie-Antichriſtian power where ever it 
is, will ftill /t upon the power of the Nation, the 
power of Antichriſt, fo domineering over the pow- 
ers of the World, that none but the power of 
CHREsT cancaſt it of. Thar will ſtill be up- 
permoſt, what power loever is ſupream. Beſides all 
the experience of former Ages (which is the grea- 
teſt wonder in the World, that men conſider not) 
G op gives you ſparklings enough of it, in this 
Age ; ſome preaching, That the government of 
the Church (which they make outward and wiſt- 
ble, and over mens eſtates, bodies, and lives,) be- 
lohgs not to King nor Parliament, but tothe Mi- 

= :  niſters 


THE. 
niſters and their Elders : and bexer 3 itis , there 
ſhould be no government at all (lay they) then 
not in their bands by whom it ſhould be. And 
here lyes the Myſterie of Tniquity in this, That they 
make the whole Kingdome a Church , and then re- 

uire a power, authority and juriſdifion in their 
Church-Kingdome, which the Maziſtrate 1s not to 
deale withall but themſelves. Whereas we ac- 
knowledge the whole power of the Kingdome, to 
belong to the Magiſtrate, and onely give unto 
Chriſt the power of his owne Kingdome , 
which is not of the World, bur ſpirituall and 
heavenly. 

And herealſo, fully to deliver my lelte from 
miſapprehenſions, 1 "underſtand not by the Church 
of CHR1sT, any company of men whatſoever, 
who under the notion of a Church or Saints, or 
any other title, may pleade pricviledge or exempti- 
on of their lives, liberties, or eſtates, from the pow- 
er of the Civil Magiſtrate; "a that were to juſti- 
fie the Papal, Prelatical, or any other government 
of a newer name, which under pretence of Ins Di- 
vinum, {ſhall ſet uþ and exerciſe an outward and vi- 

fible power and juriſdiction , free and exempted 
from the authority and power of the civil Magi- 
ſtrate , which, I utterly both deny, and der, as 


Anticl: riſtian. "i 
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| DEDICATORY. 
And therefore, I humbly repreſent, how pre- 
judicial this may prove to you in the end, to ſuf- 
fer a Ceneration of men in the Kingdome, under 
the name either of Church or Clergie, whole power, 
preferment, and intereſt 1s different and excentri- 
call from the power, welfare , and intereſt of the 
Kingdome , and what a ballance they may prove 
againſt the State, where they live,in turning and 
tumultuous times , as they themſelves know, ſo (I 
hope) you clearly percetrve it, as well as they. How 
they already dare lift up the Head againft you, 
who ſees not ? How do they manifeſt their dif: 
contents againſt you, in Pamphlets and Pulpits,in 
their Sermons and Prayers, becauſe you have not 
ſetled the Government, they have /tudied out for 
ou,as Ins Divinum,and the certain and unchange- 
able minde of GooD, though they can neither 
make it out, to your ſelves, nor to any body elſe, 
by the Word, that it is ſo. And how do they la- 
bour to inſtill , into the people , their own diſcon- 


tents ; perſwading them, you have done nothing 


at all, becauſe you have not done all that ever 
they would have youdo, though you can ſee 
neither Scripture nor reaſon for it. And for this 
caule, rendering you every where odious to the 
people. Many other things ——_ do they fcram- 

ble 


THE EPISTLE | 
ble up, and uſe againſt you, which they conceive 

may- make for your diſadvantage, and diſ-intereſ# 

in the people.: becauſe they think, they ſhall ne-' 
ver get much higher , except they make you a lit- 

tle lower; for they muſt (according to the law of 
Antichriſt) (et their feet on your power, to get upto 

their own. 

Some diſcorveries of this ſpirit you might ſee 
in Mr. Loves Sermon, telling you before your 
faces, and before the people ; That ſome cal you 
a Mungrell Parliament : Indeed the King (as I un- 
derſtand) calFd the Parliament at Oxford ſo , but 
Mr. Lowe was the firſt (for ought I can learne) 
that ever named you ſo, and I wiſh he may be 
the laſt; (but auy Doctrine is Orthodox, out of a 
mans mouth of his Order) farther threatning you 
with a diſcerning people, to look into your aFions, 
and to ſpy out your boundlefſe pricviledges ; as if you 
muſt do juſtice, not out of the lo-ve of Reighteouſ- 
neſſe, but out of fear of Mr. Lowes diſcerning peo- 
ple. Telling you allo , . The Clergie had done as 
much ſervice tor you in their Pulpits, as your Re- 
giments in the Field ; that by,this means he.might 

mindeyou, what they can do againſt you, as well 
as for you, if you be. not ſervants to their deſignes ; 
for they that have heretofore been for you , can (if 
| | ch 


12 your preſence : If the Aſſembly (which I hope 
> 2 


DEDICATORY. 
they pleaſe) turn to others againſt you,who ſhall 
be -more forthemſelves. And in many other 


| things flying out againſt your worthy:Commanders 


in the Army, upon ſuſpitzons of his own ; and a- 
oainſt the Articles at Oxford, 8&c. For it is no 
oper Presbyterial Doctrine, that does not (at 
leaſt) meddle with the affairs of the State , which 
in time they may hopefully come to order. In theſe 
and dirpers other things, he took his full [winge, 
all of them (no doubt) deeply appertaining to 
the myſterie of the Goſpel. 
 Theother things, he ſpake, to the diſadvan- 
tage of the ignorant and weak, and neither to'the 
Truths diſadvantage, nor mine, I ſhall clearin a 
ſhort Reply, ſet cha Diſcourſe, and fo ſhall 
trouble you no tarther, with any ſuch ſtuffe , but 
only with a ſmart expreſsion , from one «it 
ſeems) of ſome note in the Aſſembly, who ſaid, 
If the Parliament approved My. Dells Sermon, it 
were no blaſphemy to ſay, They were no Parliament. So 
that it ſeems you ſhall be no longer a Parliament 
then you approvve, what the Aſſembly appro-ves , 
but the Kingdome hopes you-are built upon a bet- 
ter foundation. And to'him (who hath been ſo 
bold withyou) I ſhall only crave leave to Reply 


they 
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they will not) ſhould condemne that Doctrine of | 


the Goſpel for the ſubſtance of it, delivered then 


by Mr. Dell , it will be no blaſphemy to ſay , They * 


are the enemies of the truth of Chriſt : And (1 hope) 
the laſt prop of Antichriſt in the Kingdome. 

For your ſelves, Honourable and Worthy, I 
beſeech you conſider, that G:o Þ is wonderfull in 
counſel, and excellent in working ; and that all power 
isgiventoCHRIST, in Heaven and in Earth, 
that he might give free paſſage to the Goſpel. And 
therefore take heed, after G o Þ hath bleſt your 
Power and Forces in the field , and ſubdued thar 
Malignant power that was againſt you, and hath 
given you alittle peace and quietneſſe in the King- 
dome ; you do not now begin your affaires with 
diſcountenancing, diſreliſhing, much lefle condemn- 
ing, the faithfull and true Word of G 0 D, wit- 
neſled in the Scriptures, and. confeſt to by the faith- 
full and Martyrs of Christ, in all Ages; and with 
the ſetting off from you, that MimniStery, that hath 
moSt of the Spirit in it, leſt the Lord: withdraw 
his preſence from you, and your latter end be not 
anſwerable to your beginnings. 

It might be eaſily thewed unto;you, how ma- 
wy great and wiſe Kings and Magiſtrates, acting 


according to humane wildom ans prudence,ang 


deſpiſmts 


SARS . 
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DEDICATORY. 
deſpiſing or neglefiing the wiſdome of the Word,have 
with all their own wiſdome, prudence, and defgnes, 
deftroyed themſelves, and their Kingdomes : For 
it is written, He takes the wiſe in their own crafti- 
neſſe : And again, The Lord knowes the thoughts of 
men, that they are but vaine. 

And therefore renounce the wiſdam of the world, 
with all its fleſhly Counſels, and cleave cloſe to 
the true, faithfull, and ſincere Doctrine of the 
Goſpel; and then, though you have many enemies 
and Kingdomes againſt you, you ſhall not be mo- 
wed,bur Gop will yet eftabliſh you, in all the ſha- 
kings of the World, and your Enemies ſhall be as 
a thing of nought. I ſhall no longer detaine you, 
bur only defire this, in the behalt of the faithful, 
Gop s peculiar portion in the Kingdome, 'That 
you would not ſuffer us to be oppreſſed by our 
Adverlaries, who would ule your power againſt 
45,not for you, but for themſelves : neither would 


fuffer them, thus publickly and ſhameleſſely to call us 


Sefaries and Hereticks,who do believe and pro- 
felle the truth of the Goſpel im fancerity and ſimpli- 
city of heart , according to what we received 
from G © D; bur that you would ſuffer, yea, pro- 
cure us, to live quietly and ſafely under you, in the 


{gith and praftice of the Goſpel , we in all things 
obeying you, as becomes Chriſtians, The 


THE EPISTLE, &e, 

The Remainder is, to aſſure you, That there 
1510 man ſhall ſerve the State more ſincerely, ac-' 
cording to his place and calling ; nor in more 
faithfulneſs and humility tender the Truth of Gow, 
cither to your ſelves or the Kingdome (as occaſion 
—_ according to the meaſure of the gift of 
CHRIST; Then, 


Your Servant in the Goſpel, | 


, 
. 
WIE. VEE” PEEPFOna ir Wenn TW Vent tO... ad * 
4 F Wen) 24 AE" or 8, > wo \ ry 
y / et ; : 7 oo EE ” 


VV. DreLu. 


— 


ul < 

CS ISY ATM 

0030 FR 
[17 WAR= 


» 


To the Reader. 


CHRISTIAN READFTR; | 
> 1H E Times welivein, are 4angerous times 3 it is dangerous 
A to conceate the truth , and dangerous to publijk the truth 3 if 
we pub!i/} the truth, God hath raught us, and we have heard 
and learn'd from the Father we fall into the hands of men 3 if 
we conceale it, we fall into the hands of God, And therefore, * 
= inthi caſe, ina contrary choice to David, T reckon it much 

TD 4 beter, to fal! into the hands of men, then into the hands of 

' God; ſeeing the wrath of mcx can but reach the bodie ; but 

the wrath of 50d, bodie and ſoul. I ſhall therefore willingly confeffe Chrift, amidſt 
an adulteyous and fixſul generation, not doubting but (Chriſt will confeſle me, be- 
fore his Father, and before his 4ngels, * nd for the reproaches of men, it is beſt con- 
quering them, as Luthey was wont to ſay, Silendo && contemnen is, by filence and 
contempt of them, ſecing a man may as caþly reſtrain Saran himſelf, in his vari- 
ohs workings,as ſtep the mouthes of his inſtruments, And therefore it is good for us 
Cbriftiazs , to do the work of Ged, withont ſa much as taking notice of ſacb men 5 
and if ſometimes we are ſenfible of theſe things, becauſe we arc fleſh, yer as we are. 
Chriſtians, we are above them, in the Spit, and ſee already in certzin faith and 
hope, all evils and enemies under our feet : And therefore for Mr. Love, and other 
men of the ſame mold and merta!, T am veſolved neither now nor hereafter , to take 
them into any more conſideration, then the bufineſſe it ſelf wn requires : and 
where they may be omitted, without prejudice to the truth, to let them quite alone: 
being every day, through the uſe of affi:&10n enabled to patierce, and through pati- 
ence brought to experience, and ſo toa proportionable meaſure of hope : And this 
carries me above the ſhame of the world, in the firength of the love of God, 

For the DoRtrine contained in this Liſcourſe, thou ſhalt not finde it New light 
(as ſome men ſuauderouſly affirme) but the ancient light, that ſprange forth inthe 
frft morning of the Goſpel , but was fince obſcured , by the New darkneſſe of An- 
geniff, which 3heſe men love beter then that old light, and will by no means ex- 

change 
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To the Reader. 


change the 0ne fer the 0they, But this light, that now after n long night, breaks forth 
again,in ſome of its firſt glory,let theſe menſet their þearts at reft,for they ſhal never 
be ableto obſcure it again 3 and the fire of the Spirit that G © Þ hath kindled in the 
Kingdome, they ſhall zever be able to quench, with any fre either of Earth of Hell. 
Ani therefore we fear them not , though they breathe forth tbreatnings now ; and 
ere long, are like to breathe forth blosd : For by all their ſubrile and induftrions 
aftings, in the end, they ſhall not work the truths ruine, but their own. And theſe, 
as well as their forefathers, of the ſame race and lineage, in whole ftead they are 
now f:ſen up, ſhall in due time become a reproach and a ſhame, and their name ſhall 
be for a c#rſc to all Gods choſer. 

READER, It is my earneſt deſire, that the Loyd would deliver thee from 
this new form of the Myſterie of Iniquity, which inevery Age puts on a ſcverall 
form , when the eld one is diſcovered by the light of the Ford. And in this pre- 
ſent Age, it is become, ſo exceeding cunning, and fo furniſhed with all deceiveable- 
xefſe of unyightcouſneſſ', under the form of Righteouſrefſe, that it ſeems to be the 
laſt and ſubtiicft work of Antichriff, that is now in hand 3 and he that preyailes in 
this encounter, hath Antichriſt ander his fect, for ever ; bur none are like to prevaile 
here, but the Faithful and Ele alone. 

And therefore bold faft that which thou haft , that no man take thy (yowne ; and 
conſider Chriſts encouragement to this work, in the following verſe 3 [ Him that 
overcommeth, will 1 make a pillar in the { cle of my Ged, and he ſhall go uw 
more out, and I will wyite upon him, the name of my God , and the name of the 
City of my God , which is, New Teruſaiſem, which commeth down out of Heaven 
from my God, and I will write upon him, my New Name. ] 

Chriſtian REaDtR, I commit zhce, and the Word now offergd to thee, in thk 
Diſcourſe, to God and his powerful bleſſing and wonderful working ; Remaining, 


Thine in the Difficult, and Delpiled Service 
of Jxsus CHRIST in the Goſpel, 


W.DELL 
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REFORMATION. 


OR, 


The Reformation of the Church 


of the New Teſtament repreſented 
in GosyEtL-LiGcnar. 


H = B.9. 10. 
Until the time of Reformation. 


He natural man (ith Panl, 1 Cor.2.) knows 
not the things of the Spirit, neither can he ; for 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned, Now a man that 
iS not born of God and bis Spirit , with all his 
parts, abilities, reaſon, wiſdom, prudence, 

&© learning , is but a zatural man ſtill, and ſo 
hath no right knowledge of the things of God and his 

Spirit. 

And hence it hath come to paſſe , that the things of God and 
his Spiric have been ſo groſly and dangerouſly miſtaken by the 
World, and the carnal Church, For all the /piritval. things of 

od they bave underftood carnaBy, and have apprehended the 

Whole Scriptares not according to Gods mindegbut —— to 

# tnelr 
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- up by the car- 


2 Right Reformation. 

their own ; not according to the /e»ſe of the Spirit, but accor- 
Antichriſts ding to the ſenſe of the fleſh. And thus was Anticbrifts king- 
Kingdome ſet qgme firſt ſer #p, and thus it hath been kept wp and continued ; 
oP, 2 derſtan. <VEN by the carnal underſtanding of the Scriptures, For they 
ding of the have underſtood the Church,the kingdom of God in the world, 
Scriptures» -Carnally ; the rock on which it 1s built, carnally 3 the door of 
this Kingdome'carnally ; the lawes of it carnally; the liberties 
of it carnally ; the power, authority, government, glory, Of- 
ficers, &c. all carnally, And to this very day, which of the 


—— 
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things of God doth not the carnall Church underſtand carnal © 


ty ? Faith, hope, love, it underſtands carnally ; Redemption, 
adoption, jultification, fanification , glorification , union 
with Chriſt, communion of the Spirit, acceſſ: to the Father, 
together with Chriſt the H-ad, and the Church the Body, in 
their joint #»&10n and Officers, and all other things, they un- 
derſtand car»ally, and have a fle/aly ſenſe and apprehenſion of 
them. 
The Refor- And as they underſtand all other things of Gods kingdome 
mation of the carxally, ſo alſo the Reformation of it ; and there are not grea- 
Church under- ey and groſſer miſtakes about any of the things of God, then a- 
Rood carnallye hout this; men imagining the Reformation of theChurch, which 
is altogether a /þirirual and heavenly kingdom, after the manner 
of the Reformation of Wor/aly States and Common-wealths, 
which only ſtands in e#tward things,and 1s drought to paſſe by 
humane councels, and humane power. 

Now becauſe this 1s not only a groſſe, but a generall errour, 
in all ſorts of people, both of kigh and of /ow degree, I hall 
indeavour, at this time, according to the good hand of God 
with me, to repreſent in ſoine Goſpel-light to this Honourable 
and Chriſtian Auditory the rue Reformation of the Church of 
the New-Teftament : and blefſed 3s hee Who ſhall not be offended 
at it, ; 

For this purpoſe I made choice of the words now read, 
Untill the time of Reformation. 

For the better #nderſtanding of which, wee mult read the 
Context : | | 

Ver. 9. The firſt tabernacle was a figure for the time then pre« 
{ent, in Which Were offered beth gifts and ſacrifices that could not 
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wake 
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_ hin that did the ſervice perfeft as pertaining to the coun 
Cience, | 

V. 10. Which ftood only in meats and drinks, and divers waſhe 
ings, and carnall ordinances (it ſhould be rightcomſneſſes, or ju. 
ſtifications of the fleſh, Myguinanci oxpuos) impoſed on them, gs 
xgugs Nogheworos, nntill the tims of Reformation, 

In which words, the Apoſtle ſhews the imperfe&ion of T1. - p 
the worſhip of the 9/d Law, becauſe it ſtood in outward rites, F< ac oy _— 
ceremonies, duties, performances, and ſo could not wake him worſhip of the 
that uſed them and was buſicd in them, perfet? as pertaining to old Law. 
kis conſcience ; and theretore God did not ſimply and abſolutely 
impoſe theſe things on the Church, to continue for ever, but 
only untill the rime, wherein all things were to be rcformed, 
not only evi4l things, but imperfef. And then all that ourward 

\eligion wasto be aboliſhed, + wile a 

Now if the /aw of Moſes could not make men perfeR, as yy gurwarg 
pertayning tothe Conſcience, much lefle can any vew /awes in» law can make 
vented now. Andif any ſuch lawes ſhould be impoſed on the men perte& as 
people of God now, the Goel hath the ſame ſtrength in it ſelf P*rtaining to 
to make them 014, as the former ; and alſo the ſame ground Jan 90 
from them, becauſe all ſuch /awes and ordinaxces deviſed iy ſpel ES 
men, cannot make them that obey and praiſe them perfe& all ſuch out- 
as pertaining to the conſcience ; and therefore are all to be at an ward laws im- 
end, when the time of Reformation Comes. = ed on con- 

weſt. Now it you asK me, When this time of Reformation was. ans, 11s 
Anſ. Tanſwer : It was when Chriſt came ; not a ſervant, as fore. 

Hofer, but the Son out of the boſome of the Father, the great 
Prophet cf the new Tcltament, whoſe dofrive was not /ceter 
as Moſes was, but Spirit and life : And now when Chriſt che 
Miniſter of the new Teſtament, came with the minſtration of F 
the Spirit, now WAS the time of Reformation. 

In the time of the Law there were out ward duties. and 
performances, and ceremonies, and facrifices, and ſtr5& laws 
to injoyn the obſervation of theſe things, carrying along with 
them. the /ewerity of death 2 apd yet norwitanding all zz, 
ghere was oo true Reformation;but under all that outward Re- 
ligion men were inwardly as corrupt and wicked as the very 
beathen $ for. all zhe itcircwecrfi0n in the flef,they were uncir- 
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cumciſed in heart ; for alltheir outward waſving, they were 
inwardly unclean ; for all their blood of buks __ goars, their 
ſins remained in their watwres and conſciences ; for all their 
frift forcing of men to the duties of the outward worſhip of 
God, the people till remained far from God even in all thoſe 
duties. So that notwithſtanding the outward worſhip of Me- 
ſes Law, the people remained inwardly corrupt, filthy,and un- 
clean , and without any rrwe Reformation before God ; till 
Chrift, who was God is the fleſp, came with the miniſtration of 
the Spirit, and then indeed was the time of Reformation. Until 
the time of Reformation. 

The thing then the Spiri: would have us take notice of in 
theſe words, is this ; 

That the time of the Goſpel us the time of Reformation, 

Whenever the Goſpel 18 preached in the fpsrvr and power of 
It, that'is xwvess Poghworor , he time of Reformation. 

For our more orderly proceeding in this Point , we will 
obſerve this Xethod. : 

I. Shew what t7#e Goſpel-Reformation , and how it is 
qualified ; that ſo. you may the better diſtinguiſh it from Po- 
litical and Eccleſiaſtical Reformation, Now both theſe T joyn 
rogether , becauſe the carnal Charch bath always intereſted and 
mingled it ſelf with the power of the world, as being able to do 
nothing without it. | 

2, I will endeavour to ſhew to whoſe hands the work of 
GoFel-Reformation is committed, | E 

3. By what means he ts whoſe hands it is committed, brings 


it about. 


4+ The advantages of ſuch a Reformation where it is 
wrought. | 

)) The Uſe . f 
T he firf} General. 

What true Goſpel-Reformation is, and how qualified. 

I. Fhat it is. It is the mortifying, deſtroying, and miter 
aboliſoving out of the faithful and ele&, al char fin, corruption, 
aft , evil, that did flow in upon them through the fall of 
Adam. Or, | 


It is the cakihg away and d;froy ing the, body of x, out of the 
OREN] Githful 
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faithful and ele& by the preſence and operation of the righte- 
ouſneſſe of God, dwelling in their hearts by faith, This 1s true 
Goſpel-Reformation, and beſides this I know no other, This 
the Evangelical Prophet //asah deſcribeth , Chap. 1.27. Zion 
ſhall be redeemed with judgement , and her converts With righte= 
onſneſſc, : | 

Now Chri# dwelling in our hearts by faith ,as he diſcovers, 


reproves, condemns, and deſtroys fin, ſo he is called Fudge- Chriſt Judge- 
ment : and thus is judgement to be underſtood in the Goſpels ment. 


ſenſe ; and not terribly, as in the ſenſe of the Law : and this 
Zndgement (hall at laſt break forth into Piftory ; that Is, though 
Chrift in us hath to do with many ſ?roug corruptions and 
luſts inthe ſou/ , yet at laſt he prevails againſt them al, and 
Fudgement breaks forth into ViRory , becaufe Chriſt, the 7age- 
mnt of God inthe ſoul, muſt needs in the exd prevail againſt &- 
very fin of my. 


Again Chriſt the Righreonſneſſe of God,as he makes Tt righs Chriſt Righte= 
rcous With his 9w» righteouſneſſs, and makes us the righteouſ- ® nefle. 


neſſe of Godin him ; ſo he is called Righreouſneſſe,not in himſelf 
onely, but in »s : he is the Lord our righteouſneſſe : and by this 
Zadgement and Righteouſneſſe is Zion and her converts redeemed 
and reformed, And fo true Goſpel-Reformation is the deſtru- 
Aion of ſi» out of the faithful , by the preſence of righteouſ- 
nee, 

"8 therefore you ſee how groſly they.are miſtakes who take 
GoFsþel- Reformation to be the making of certain Laws and Gon- 
ffitutions by the ſacred power ot Clergie, for external Confor- 
mity in outward duties of outward Worihip and Govern- 
ment, and to have theſe confirmed by Civil SanRion, and in- 
forced upon men by /zca/ar power ; when in the mean time, 
all that inward corruption and} fin they brought with them 
into the world, remains in their hearts and natures as it did be- 
fore. Aﬀter this manner the old Prelates reformed, who were 
wont to fay to the Kings , We will tndie out the Faith,and you 
fall maintain it : and the faith they ſtudied and brought to the 
Kings, the Kings muſt maintain, and not queſtion but that it 

as Zare Divmo, | 

And thus you ſce in general. what GoÞel- Reformation is, 
. and 
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2 Inward. 
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and that it isa clcer different thing from Civil-Ecclefialtical 
Reformation. ' 

2, Now 10 thenext place let us ſee how this Goſpel Refor- 
mation 1s qualified, whereby the diffcrence between this and 
the o:her will appear yet more cl-erly, 

Firſt then, it 1s a ſpirir#al Reformation, - For as the King» 
dome of Chriſt is a ſpirirzall Kingdome, ſo a/! the things that 
belong toit are ſpir+1#ll things ; and ſo the Reformation of it, 
A carnal! Reformation is not ſurable to a ſpiritual! Kingdom, 
And ſpiritual it is, becauſe it proceeds from the Spirir, and 
ſtands in ſpiritual things, as you ſhall ſee more fully anan. 

But now the Reformation of the Civil and EccleſiaFticall 
State, iS but a carnall Reformation, wrought by the power of 
fi:ſb and blood, and [tands in extward and fl:ſoly things, as you 
{hail preſently ſe. | 

;Secondly, It is an inward Reformation. For as the Xing- 
dom: of God 18 an inward Kingdome, ( the kingdome of God ts 
within you) {0 the Reformarios that belongs to it 1san inward 
Reformation, This zr#e Goſpel Reformation layes khoid upon 
the heart, and ſoul, and inner man, and changes, and alters, and 

renews, and reforms thar ; and when the bear is reformed, 

all is reformed, And therefore this Goſpel Reformation doth 

not much b#fie and troubl: it ſelfe about outward forms, or ex- 

ternall conformity, but onely minds the reforming of the heart, 

and when the heart 18'r5ght with God, the outward form can- 

not be amiſſe. And therefore ſaith Chri# touching the wor ſhip 

of the New Teſtament, God # a Spirit,and they that Wor ſhip him 

maſt Wor ſhip hims in ſpirit and in truth : but ſpeaks not one 

word of any outward form. So that God in this Goſpel Refor- 
mation aims at othivg but the heart, according to the tenour 
of the new covenant, 7er.31.33. This ſhall be the covenant that 
T will make with them after thoſe dayes, ſaith the Lord, 1 will 
put my Law in their inward parts, and Write it in their hearts : 
ſo that they ſhall not onely have the Word of the [eter 1n their 
books, but the /iving Wora of God in their hearts : and God in- 
tending to reform the Church, begins with their bearts,'and is- 
tending to reform their hearrs, puts his word there,and that [i- 
ving Word putinto the heart reforms it indeed, 


But 
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* But now Civil-Eccleiafticall Reformation is onely out- 
ward, and buſics ſt ſelfe in refcrming the outward man 1n out- 
ward things ; and fo is very induſtrious and elaborate about 
outward forms, and out ward orders, and outward government, 
and outward eonfrſ/ion, and outward praftice, and thinks if 
theſe be put into ſome hand/omenefſe and conformity, they have 
brought about an exce/lent Reformation © though the heart 10 
the inean time remain as ſinfzll, vile, and corrupt as ever, and 
ſo altogether #-»1eformed, | 

And ſo ths Reformation is like that Reformation of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, no:orious hypocrites, Who made clean 


onely the out fiae of the cup or platter, «leaving them all filthy and Marth. 23.25. 


unclean Within: and Whitca ever ſepulchres, to make them beau- 
tifull outwaral;, when inwardly they Were full of rottenneſſe and 
corryption. So Civill-Eccl:fiafticall Reformation makes a 
man cleay outwardly, with an «urward Confcflion of faith, 
when inwardly hee is all filthy through anb:lief 5 and Whites 
him over with a few hand/eme forms of worſhip, when 1z- 
waraly hee is full of ignorance of God,and Athei/m. 

O43. Now if any ask, ' But muſt there'be no change of oxt- 
ward things in the Reformation of the Goſpel ? 

Anſw. T anſwer, Yes; an oatward change that flows from 
an #yward ; but not an oxtward change without an inward ; 
much l:fle an oztward change to enforce an inward, 


3.. It isa thorow Reformation,for it reforms the Whole man ; 3. Thorow. 


it reforms not the /ox/ onely, but the body too, and the very 
ſpirit of the mind : the ſpirit as it avimates, and quickens, and 
afts the body, is called the /oxle ; as it is in it /e/fe, in its owne 
ature and eſſence, ſo it is called the ſpirit of rhe mind + and 
this Goſpel Reformation reforms all; that is, both inward and 
outward, and outward and inward man ; yea, the inwardeſt 
of the inward man ; and not only the oper ations of the ſoul in 
the body, but of the ſoul in :ts ſeife, 

But Civill- Ecclefiafticall Reformation reforms by halfs, it 
reaches the body, and orders that, but attains not to the /ou/, 
much lefſe to the ſpirit of the mind, + © 
®% Again, Goſpel Reformation reforms þ» wholly, aſwell 

as- 
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as the way ; it rsforms all fin whatſoever : 7 will earn my hand 
pon thee ( faith God, by this Goſpel-Reformation ) and will 
purely purge away thy arofſe , and take aWay thy tin, It re- 
forms a man not oncly of outward fins, but of inward: it re- 
forms him of thoſe ſins that ſeldom come forth into the view 
of the world, as Atheiſm, ignorance of God, pride, vain-glo- 
ry, ſelf- ſecking, hypocrifie, carnal mindednefle, and all the 
evil deſires of the fleſh, and of the minde, Yea,it doth not one- 
ly ref.rm all evil things in us, but all ;»perfe things ; doing 
away 5mperfe& things by the coming of perfe# things , doing 
away cur ow ſtrength by the coming in of G23: (trength, and 
our own Wiſedom and righteonſneſſe, by the coming in of Gods 
wiſdom and righteouſncle. 
But now Civil- Eccleſiaſtical Reformation reforms fin by 
the halfs, as well as the may ; and fo onely reforms eutward and 
roſſe fins , ſuchas run into the eyes of the world, which are 
the leaſt by a thouſand times of the evils that a man hath and 
acts ; but the greateF# part of ſin it i leaves within as it 
Was. 

Fourthly, itis a powerfut and mighty Reformation 3 it is 
wrought in a man by the very power of Goa, even by the right 
hand of his righteouſneſſe. And 1o no fin, luſt, corruption, 
though never D mighty , is able to re; this work of God. by 
the Goſpel ; but it makes the Whole body of fin, and the whole 
kingdows of the devil flee in pieces before it s The power of 
God in creating and redeeming the eleAt,may as well be reſrStead, 
zS the power of God in reforming them : for it 1s a power 4- 
bove al power,that God puts forth in thi work,and ſo is not 
to be made void by any creature. In every ſtroke of this work, 
the power of the Lord God Almighty is put forthyas every rightly 
reformed Chriſtian knows, And if the /ove of God had not 
put forth this power in the ſoul, a Chriſtian had »ever been re- 
tormed, no, not from one fin. 

Now the power of this Reformation eminently appears, in 
that it changeth the very natures of men z it findes them /tons, 


£ « 


it makes them /ambs ; 1t findes them Wolves, it makes them 


freep ; it findes them birds of prey , it makes them doves ; 1t 


findes 
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finds them 2yees of the farreft,.it makes them appleerees : In a 

word, it finds them fl-/5, it makes them ſþ3rir ; it finds them 
fin, it makes them righteouſneſſe, Aſighty indecd is the power 
of this Reformation, 

But now, as this Gefp-l Reformation is mighty ; ſo Civill- 
Ecclefiaſticall Reformation is Weak : for as the. former hath 
the power of God engaged in «tr, ſo this /arter hath only the pow= 
er of man; and ſo can do no ſ#ch works as the former. I ap- 
peale to all that are ſpiritual, what hears or nature was ever 
changed by this ſore of Reforination 2 For there is that cor- 
ruption in the heart of every man, that is able to ſtand out a» 
gaivlt a/! the Reformation that a/ the powey of the wsr/d can 
undertake. And fo the Reformarion mannaged by the miohrieſt 
and /evereſf powers of men is weak as Water 1n this bulinefle 
of changing natures 3 and can onely change ſome outward 
forms and poſtares, and che like, leaving in the mean time a 
mans »2twre the ſaine it was before, It onely puts ſh:eps clo» 
thing upon mer, which is cafily done; but (till leaves them 
Wolvcs underneath. | 

Fifthly, It is a coxftant reformation ; a Reformation which 


' being once begwn,ls never intermitted againytill all be perteRted. 


For as long as Gods natwre dwels 1N owrs, it will ever berefor- 
ming our nature to tt /e/fe, till it be alcogether like it, As 
lang as the Spirit of God dwels in the fl-f, it will ſtill be re- 
forming the fle& to the ſpirir, till the whole body of þ» be de- 
{troyed, and the natural man be made fpiriruall, So that the 
Whole time of this /ife that is lived in farrh, that is, in union 
with Chriſt, isa time of continual! Reformation, and a Chri- 
ſtian is daily waſhing, clearſing,and purifying himſelf, till hee 
purifie bimſelf even as Chriſt u pure, 
But now Civill-Ecclefiaſticall Reformation at firſt makes 
a great n0i/e and rwmult in the world, and aftey lies as ſtil as a 
ſtone. For ſuch Reformation reforms States and Kingdoms to 
mens ow» profit, honour, power-advantages ; and fo to them= 
ſelver,rather then to Chrif, And when men have once attain- 


&9 to their own ends, their aivzty ceaſes, 


Again, 1t brings men to certain-outward orders and confor- 
C mitzes, 


Fo Confſtanr. 


"5, and then ru»es rowndias ins mill, and goes no far- 
FrCY s 
Again, It reforms for a time, and. not conſtantly, becauſe 
the o#tw2rd power being taken away nature returns to its own 
courſe again. For State-Eccleſtafticall Reformation onely 
charges ſome outward works, leaving the nature the (elf ſame 
that it was (as yeu have heard), 
'' | Now where the Works are contrary to nature, nature by de- 
| grees returns to it ſelf again, and puts an end to thoſe Works ; 
and ſo there is an 'end of that Reformation. ; 
And thus you ſee what Go/pel- Reformation 1s , and how 
qualified, whereby you ſee- it c/cerly diffcrenced from Civill- 
Ecclcfiaſticall Reformation. 
And oh that that Propheſie might here be fulfilled, 1/4.3 2.3. 
T he eyes of them that ſte ſhall not be aim, and the ears of them 
that hear ſhall hearken. 
| The ſecond Generall. 
| To Whoſe hand this Work of Reformation 1 committed. 
| | Chriſt the Re= Now that is only ro 7eſ#s ChriF, the great and onely 31a 
former. giftrate in the Kingdome of God ; and who oxely is to doe all 
that is done in the Church of God : heis the Dominm fac to- 
"tum (as they lay). 
If the Church be to be redeemed, Chriſt muſt redeem it ; if 
it be to be governed, Chriſt mult govern it ; if it be to be pro- 
| teFed, Chriſt muſt prote&t it ; if it be to be ſaved, Chriſt muſt 
| | faveit: Al! that is to be done in- the Church of God, Cbr:is7 
only is to do ir ; and ſo among other things toreform it ; that 
is, to waſh it, ſanRifie it; purihe it. 
Note. Chr;ſ#then i the only Reformer of the Church of God. For, 


| 
| the Church gi= mation to Chriſt onely, and to no body elſe : and this is a thou- 
|; venito Chrilt.* (4nd times berter for the Church,then if he had committed it to 
| -all the Princes and Magiftrates 1n the world. AN things are gi- 
|| "ven to me of my Father, ſaith Chrilt ; and the Church above all 
| other things: - Thine they Were,and thou gaveſt them mee z thine 
they Were by cleftion, and-thow gaveſt them mie, that T might re. 
dcem them, and reform theth, and ptcſentthem to rhee again 
. _ Without 


1» The care of Firſt, God hath committed the care of the Churches Refor- 
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without /por. - So that the Farber hath committed-the care of 
the Reformation of the Church to Chrif, | NET RE 
Andiſecond!y, Chri## hath tekgn this caye.upon himſelf out., Gyrift rakes 
of obedience ta his Father, and /»ve.to his Church,  . Ys 

1. Out of obedience to his Father : for he faith, / came net todo 5, Out of 0- 
my own Will,but the Will of him that ſent me : and this ts the Will bedience. 
of him that ſent mee, that of all that hee hath given mee I ſhould 
loſe none, And ſo Chriſt reforms all,that he might /o/e none,out 
of obedience to his Father. | | 

2. Out of /ove'to his Church he takes this care and charge on 2 Love. 
him. For ſuch is the /2ve of ChriF to the Church every where 
fo gloriouſly diſcovered in the Goſpel, that hee doth not onely 
give himiclf for 6, to redeem us 5 but alſo gives himſelf co we, 
to reform us, Chriſt d52g for us, is our -Redemption z Chrilt . 
dwelling and living in us, 18 cur Reformation.” 

Thirdly, This work of Reformation is only ſatable to, and , Tye work of 
convenient for Chriſt the Head, as having fo xeer and d+er inter- Reformation 
Et in the Church his Body. And ſo he is tul ef /ove,and bowels, only ſutable to 
and render compaſſions to the Church # he will not deal'roughly, Chriſt. - 
ruggedly, and boiſtrouſly with the ſaints ; hee will not grieve 
them,and vex them, & oppreſſe them,and cruſh them in peices: 
but he being their Head, wil deal weekly and gently with them, 

He will not break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, 
When he is reforming the ſizs and corruptions of the faithful, 
he deals with them in the very love aud goodveſſe of God,and wil 
not put them to more ſorrow then »eeds muſt ; and when hee 
muſt needs put them to ſorrow in the fl: (for flefs cannot chuſe 
but 07% to part with  /e/f utterly in this reformation)yet he 
is preſent with the comforts of his Spirir, and when hee hath 
ſmitten them,is ready to heal them, and to bind them up as ſoon 
as he hath broken them. He deals with every Chriſtian in this re- 
formation as renderly as a man doth with cne of his own wems- 
bers that is in grief and anguiſ9; he regards and handles him as 
his own body,as his own fleſb. And ſo the reformation of Chrift.is 
altogether for edification,and not at all for deſtraition 5) for it i 


@ #% own body he veforms,and ſo doth it with the love = Head. 


- But when fravgers, whoſe the Cha is not; ſet upon refor- 
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ming it, what havock do they make of the Church of God ? how 
do they wound and throaten, and prniſo, and deftroy it, and have 
-Noregard atall to the Weak,infirwyſorrowful faints,that are wre- 
filing with many donbrs,fears,agonicr, corruptions, temptations, 
till they are overtaken with very fadow of death ?; How doe 
they perſecute them that are already /-zitren, and prieve them 
more that are already wornded ? 

And ſoyouſee,that he only that hath an 5»tereſt in the Church 
as being the Head of the Church,is only fie to-rcform it ; where= 
as the reformation of ſtra»gers hath more crxclty in it then /ove, 

- and more deſtruFtion then edificatson, 
4. Chriſt one- Fourthly, Chriſt is onely able for this work : for the Refor- 
ly able for the 9arion of the Charch is as grear a work as the Redemption of it; 
work of Refor-. and he only that cou/d do the onegran do the other. Chriſt muſt 
| hy pos die to redzem the Church,and he mult /ize to reform it ; and fo 
as the Government of the Church ovtly lies upon his ſhoulders 
whois the Head; fo the Reformation of it onely lies upon his 
hands, and his hands-only are ſufficient for it. If all the Angels of 
heaven ſhould «ndertake the work of Reformation, they would 
fuk under it ; how much more the powers of the world ? 

For the taking away tra»/greſſion for us, and trom us, which 
is the o#ly Reformation of the »ew Teftament, is a work agree- 
able to none but the Sox: of God, as it is written, Fs name ſhall 
be called eſus, for hee ſhall ſave hu people from their fins : where 
you have both the Reformer, Chrift ; and the Reformatrtiox, ſhall 
fave his people from their fins : now hee mult needs be the 
Righteouſneſſe of God that mult ſave people from fin, 

And hee mult needs be God in the fl:/b that mult reform the 
fl-fp 3 noneelſe can do it. 

'o conclude this : None but the Power of God, and 3i/dome 
of God, and the Rightzouſn:fſe of God, which is 74/4 Chriſt, 
can reform the Church, which is the kingdom of God : and the 
power, wiſdom, and righteouſnefle of men. have no place at all 
here,except they wil turn the Power, Wiſdomzand Righteouſ- 
neſs of God outof his:office ; for ſo ſpeaks the Spirir by the Pro- 
phet 7/aiab,ch;z.17. The loſrineſs of men ſhall be bowed down,and 
the haughtinefſe of men hall be made low, and the Lord alone Ac 
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be exalted, Now what is the loftinefſe and baughtineſſe of men, 
but the power, Wi/dow,and righteouſneſſe of men ? andall this,ſaith 
the Lord, ſhall be bowed down, and /aid low ;. and the Lord aloxe 
fall beexalted, that is Chriſt alone, who is the Power, Wiſdom, 
and Righteouſnefſe of God ; and that in the day of the Churches 
Reformation, as well as in the day of the Churches Red-mprion. 
And thus you ſee that Chriſt is the Reformer of the Church his 
Body, Which is the City and Kingdome of God. 

And therfore the Reformation of theChurch is certain;for Chriſt 
wil as ſurcly reform it,as he hath redeemed it ;andall that the Fa- 
ther hath given him he hath redecrcd,and all that he hath redeemed 
he will reform,that hemay make them fit to pre/enr to God: That 
fo all that the So» hath received from the Farber, having redeemed 
and reformed them, he may give them back to the Father again. 

So that I doubt not of the Churches Reformation, becauſe it is 
Chriſts own Work, and he hath #»dertaken the doing of it. And as 
noneof the pawers of the earth could help him to reform theChurch; 
fo none of the powers of hel (hal be able to binder him, but as many 
aS he hath redccazed unto God by his þ/ood, 1n his dze time he will 
reform them all by his Spirie,as Belonging to his care & charge. And 
therefore let us look to Chriſt for the reformation of his Chnrch, 
that is,of his faithful people : the reſt of the world that /ics in wice 
kedneſt,he lets remain 1n wickednels,as not belonging to his care & 
6barge. This reformation is the work of Chrilts care and /ove,& he 
being farrbf#l in this buſineſs, T am at r-/ & quiet, ſeeing Chrilt is 
as ablc for the reformation of the Church,as for the redemoption of it. 

And therefore(Honorable and Belovea)I fay to you touching this 
work of the reformation of the ſpiritual temple of the new Teſt a« 
ment, as God once ſaid to David touching the b«i/ding of the ma» 
zeriall Temple of the 6/1 Teſtament, 1 King 8.:8 Whereas it was: 
in thine heart (ſaid God) to build an houſe to my Name, thou didſt 
wel it Was in thy heart.Newverthel. ſe thou ſh:lt n*»t build the bogſe, 
but thy ſon that ſpall come out of try loins, bee ſhall b4ild an houſe 
unto my Name. And elſe-where he renders the reaſon of it, why 

Davis: ſhould nor, and Solomon ſhould build this houte, becauſe, 
ſadh he, thou haſt been a mn of war,aud haft ſhed much blood : but 


Solomoy, be ſhall live and flouriſh in peace, and he ſhall do it, 
So 
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Sofay I to you touching this work of Reformation; ou did Well, 
in that it Was in your hearts to reform the kingdeme of God, and the 
ſpirituall Church, Which #s Chriſts own dcar body. Nevertheleſſe you 
ſpat! not reform it, for you have been mes of war ; that 18,you have 
managed a great and mighty way again(t great and mighty exemies, 
and have ſhed much bloyd ; for the Lord hath given you the necks of 
your exemies,and hath ſubdued them under you that ro/e up againlt 
you ,and you have trod them down as mire in the ſtreers.. And 
therefore yox ſhall not do this work, having been men of warre ; 
but Chri# the Prince of peace, he ſhall reform the Church of God ; 
For this is not a work of en of tar, but of the Prince of peace, 
ſceing this is not a work of humane might or ſtrexgth, but of the 
Spirit, So that you aid well, that you thought to reforme the 
Church: but when you underſtand the Reforma1tion of the Church 
ISAs great a work as the R:demption of it, you will «: knowledge 
the work 1S too great for yox, and that it bel»0gs onely unto 
ChriF, ſecing the Father hath committed the care of this work 
only to him ; and he hath rakes this care and charge upon himſelf, 
and it 1s onely /ztable to him,zas being the Head of the Chwrch : 
and hee onely is able for it, as being the Sox of God, and <quall to 


God. | 
The third Generall. 
By What means Chrift brings thu Reformation about. 
And that is, by theſe two, and them only ; to wit, the Word,and 
the Spirit, 
The fir# means whereby Chrift reforms the Church is the Ford, 
By ths Chriſt doth al! that ever hee doth in his Kingdoms : 
by this he calls and rejefts ; by this he binds and loofſerh ; by thi he 
comforts and terrifies ; by this he enlightens and makes blind; by 
ehis he kils and quickens ; by this he ſaves and damns ; and all that 
ever he doth in this Kingdom he doth by his Word, and withont this 
he doth norhing of af that he doth. Chriſt doth all in his Kingdom 
by the word only ; but Atichrit doth all things without the word, 
even by the Decyees and ConFiitutions of men, 

Now as Chri# doth all other things in the Church by the 
Word, ſo he reforms too: Now are yee clean through the word tha: 1 
have fpoken to you. Allthe powers in the World cannot reform the 
Church 
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Church astke Wora of God can do; for this is quick and powerfull, 
and ſharper then a two-eaged ſword, piercing even to the dividin 
a[under of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow,and is a i 
ſcerney of the thoughts and intents of the heart, and doth change, 
and renew, and reform all, | 

and therefors ChriF, when hee comes to reform the Church, 
comes with no Wor/aly power or Weapons, but onely with the 
Word in his moxrh yea, though God (et him King upon his holy 
hill of Sion, yet he reforms not by o::tward power, but by preach- 
ing, ſaying, I Will publiſh the decree Whereof the Lord bath ſaid 
unto me, Thon art my Son, this day have 1 begotten thee, And a= 
gain, The Spirit of the Lord 1 wpon mee, for he hath annointed 
mee ro preach the Goipel. And again, The Redeemer ſhall come 
to Sion; and then follows the Covenant of God with the Re» 
deemer, My Yard ſhall never depart out of thy mouth, Tſa.y g.10. 
and in Pſalm 45. the Cherch ſaith by the Spirsr to Chriſt, Ride 
on preſperou IL y 03% the Word of truth, meckneſſe, and righteouf! neſſe, 
which is the Word of the Goſpel. 

And ſo Chr:i#, when the time of Reformation Was come, 
went up and down preaching the word.. And thas he brought 
to paſſe the glorious Reformation of the New Teftament, by 
preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdome, and nothing elle. 

And when hee was to /:ave the world, hee ſent his Di/cz- 
ples to carry on the work of Reformation, as hee himſelfe had 
begun it, as hee faith, As my Father ſent mre, ſo ſend I you; 
not with the power of the world, but with the-power of the 
Word: and ſo hee bid them goe reach all Nations, and preach 
rhe Goſpel to every creatures and by reaching and preaching 
to the world, to reforme the World: and fo accordingly they 
aid Mark 16. ver. 20. They Went forch and preached every 
Where, the Lord Working With them. So. that ChriF# ſent them 
not forch with any power of ſwords, or guns, or priſons to 
reforme the World, or with any power of States, or Ar- 
mics + but ſent forth poor, illiterate, mechanick men, and on- 
ly armed them with the: power of the Word ; and behold what 
Ywnders they wrought by that power alone: They turned the 


World upſide downe ; they changed the manners , cuftomes ,. 


rehigion, 


I5 | —_—__ 


nee mm pennant een—_—_— 


Right Reformation. 


religion, Worſhip, lives and natures of men; they carried all 
eppoſitions and difficulties b:fore them ; they won many in moſt 
Kingdoms unto Chrift, and brought them into Willing ſuvje- 
Rion and obedience to him : and af t4:5 they did (T tay) not 
with any earthly or ſecular power, but by the iuiftery 
of the Goel alone, Chrilts great and onely 1nftrament for 
the conquering , ſubduing, and reforming of the Nations. 
And ſo the power appeared to be Gods onely, and not the 
CYEAFHY ?F, 

And thus you ſee how the Word is one means ChriF uſeth 
for Refor mat ion. | 

And his word only works a right Reformation : For this re- 
forins truely ane imdeed; all other power reforms but in appear- 
ance. So that there is no trxe reformtaion of «ny thing but 
what is worwght by the Ford : but what-ever evil! is reformed, 
and nor by the power of the Word, it is not erwcly reformed ; it 
is onely reformed inthe fe, and not 1n the ſpirit : it is 0n- 
ly ſuſpenaed in the outward operation of it, but the ſeed and 
ature of it (till remaines in the heart, to grow op and Work 
againe, as opportunity ſerves. And therefore , what-ever 
evill or corruption 1s reformed in thee, fee it be reformed 
by the power of the Word: if the word hath k:/ed it in thee, - 
it is killed indeed : if not, iris alive in thee, though it [Zen 
to be dead. The outward power of the Wor/d may fet up an 
Image of reformation, but it 1s the word onely can work rrue 
reformation. 

And therefore let us leara to relic on the word for the refor- 
mation of the Church, 

For this is much for the howonr of the word (which God 
hath magnified above all bis Name) when wee can negleft 
the power of the World, and /cave the whole work of Refarma- 
tion to the power, working, and efficacie of the word alone, 
which is al/mighty,and able to bring off the heart from «/! things 
to God, As on the contrary,it 1 a great di/bonour to God and his 
Word, when men dare not relie on the Word alone toreform the 
Church,though it be ſtronger then men and angels,and all che crgge 
tures ; but will necds be calling in the power of the _ 
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3nd relt and rely on that, for this work, as it the power of the 
word Were not futhctent- But let fuck men know, that if the 
power of the word will not reform men; all tne power of 
the world will ncyer dolts And therciore well latd Zather, 
P redicare, anunntiare, {cribere volo , neminem autem vi adie 
gam. i will preach and teach and wri:e, but 1 will conſtraine 
10 budys 

Oh iherefore , that our civill and Ecclcfiaſticall powers 
would to muck honour Chri{ty Word, as to trult rhe retorma- 
tion ot his k:pgdome. with it, atzd that as 1 is ſufficient to 
reform the Chuich, fo you would be pleaſed to think it ſuffi= 
Ctcat z and thus ſhall you give Chrilt and his Word duc ho- 
DOuT, as Well as declare your own taith, 

And if you would Commit this Work to the Power of the 
Word, to which only ic beloggs, you ſhould fovn ſee what 
the Word would do, There js nv tuch glorious fight under 
heaven, as to fcethe Word in the ſpirit and power of it, come 
into an unretormed world , and to obſerve the changesand 
alterations it makes there, : | 

And thus you fee tha: one means that Chriſt ufeth for the 
Reformation of his Charch, is the Word, Fen 

But kere I mult further declare to you that this Word by 
which Chriſt reforms the Church, is pot the Word of t 
Law; for the Law made nothing perfe, but the Wordof the 
Goſpel; This, this, 1s the only Fordthat works Reformations 

For firlt, | 

Is This Ford works Faith ; and therefore it is called the 
word of faich, becauie faith comes comes by hearing of this 
Ford, Rom. 10. ver. 8. and v.17. Now as the Word works 
faith, ſo faith apprebends the Word , even that Word that 
was with God and was Gogs; this living and erernall Word, 
dwels if our hearts by faith, as the Apoltle ſaith, That Chriſt 
may del in your hearts by faith: And this Word dwelling in 
us by faith, changeth us imoits own likenefle, as fire chargeth 
che tron into its own likenzfle, and takes us up into all its own 
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And fo the word dwelling in the fle, reforms the fle/s, and 
it dwels in us through faith, and farth is wrought by the Go- 
el, | 
/e So that the word whrreby Chriſt reforms, is not the Word 
Without us, as the Word of the ZaW 1s; but the Word within 
#s, aSitis written, The Word i nigh thee, even in thy month, 
and in thy heart ; and thu is the word of Faith : If thou live 
under the #/ord many years, and if it come not into thy Heart, 
it wil never change thee, nor reform thee. And th-rcfore the 
reforming Word 1$ the Word Within us, and the Word Within 
ua is the Word of faith, 

2. The Goſpel reforms, becauſe it doth not only reveal 
Chrilts righteonſneſle, as it is wricten, The righteouſneſſe of 
God is revealed from faith to faith ; but s1ſo it communicates 
ittous: And therefore it is called the word of righteouſneſſe, 
becaule it works rightcouſneſle, So that Chrif, the righteonſ- 
neſſe of God, is conveyed to usthreugh this Word of righteouſ= 
eſſe. And when the righteouſneſſe of God,revealed in the Go- 
{pel,comes and dwels in us, whatReformation of ſin doth this 
work? -all fin periſheth, at the rebuke of his countenance, for 
the righteouſnefſe of God will endure no fia in us; And fo 
the Goſpel reforms by working righteouſneſſein us. 

3. The Goſpel reforms, b=caule it ſhews us Chriſt, and by 
\h<wing us him, it changeth us into his Image : the more we 
ſee Chriſt in the Goſpel, the moze are we made likz unto him, 
that as we have born the Image of the carchly, ſo we may 
bear the Image of the heavenly Adam. 

2, Yeathe Goſpel ſhews us God in Chritt in all his glory, 
and changeth us into that glory of God which is ſhewa us ; 
we all faith Pax! with open face, beholding as in a glaſſe (and 
this glaſſe is the Goſpel) the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the ſame Image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord: fo that the Goſpel by ihewing us Go1, changing us in- 


. tothe Imageof God, and God chrough the Goſpel, ariſcth on 


us, till his glory be ſeen npon ns. 
And thus you fre the grounds of the Goſpels Reformation. 
Se. 
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So that now the word of the Goſpel, is the only reforming 
word : and if there be never ſo much Preaching, if it be buc 
lezal, it will reform no body aright ; becauſe there can be no 
working faith, nor communicating righteouſneſle, nor chan- 
ging men juto Gods Image, and ſo there can be no true Refor» 
mation, 

And thus much for the firſt means.of Reformation which 
Chriſt uſeth, which is the word, and this Word the Goſpel. 

2. Means, the Spirit. 

For the Firic accompanies the Word. in the Miniſtry ofthe The ſecond 
Goſpel; and therefore the Goſpel is called the miniſtration of means Chriſt 
the Fpirit, that is,the Word and /pirie in union and operation. uſerh to rc- 
In the Law there was the Letter without the Spirit, and ſo _ HM 
« that could do nothing z bur in the Goſpel, the word and the ,1v1. 

ſpirit are alwayes joyned : and therefore ſaith Chriſt, The 

words that I ſpeak are ſpirit and life, that is, they come from 

the /pirit and carry ſpirit with them. 

And this Spirit that is preſent in the Word ef the Goſpel, 

and works in it, and is given by it, reforms mightily ; and 

therefore it is called the ſpirit of judgement and burning : And 

the Lord looking to this time of Reformation, promiſed long 

_ to pour ont his Spirit upon all fleſh, and ſo to reform all 

eſh. 
Now the Spirit poured forth upoa the fleſh, reforms it two 
wayes, 
I. By taking away all evils out of the fl:(h. 
2. By changing the fl:(h iato his own likeneſle. | 
7. The /prr:e poured forth upon the fleſs, reforms it all by ta- 

king all evil out of thefleſh ; as firſt, all fin ard corruption, 

faith Paul, If you mortifie the deeds of the fleſh by the Spirit ye 

foal live z the deeds of the fleſh are not to be mortified by x- 

ny power, but by the /pirzt all pride, and envy, and luſt, and 

covetcouſnefle, and carnal mindednefle, and all other evils of 

the fleſh, are reformed by the preſence of the ſpirit in it, and 

no other way. — OY 
© 2+ The /pirct reforms not _ all fto$4in the Ghurch, but A11 errours; 

$S 2 all 
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all Errors, and Hzceſizs, and. falſe. do&cines, as is evident by 
that of Paul, : Cor. 1.1.2.1f any mas, build upon this found3- 
ton zold, ſilver,precious ſtones, W30d, hay, ftubble, every mans 
Work ball be male m1nifeſt;for the day ſhall declare it becauſe 
it ſhall be revealed by fire, and the fire ſhall try every mans 
work of What ſort it ts, &C, | 

So that: a man may lay Chriſt for a foundation, and yet 
build wood, hay, and ſtubvle upon him, that is, humane do- 
Arinsand the inventions of men,&falſe and wicked opinions. 

2, The deſtruRion of this hay, wood, and ſtubble, error, hc- 
reſie,and humane dofrines in the Church of God, that 1s,the 
people built on Chriſt , ſhall not be by Laws of States , or 
j_—_—_ of Councel<,but by the Holy Ghoſt, which 1s as 

re. 

The Spirit ſhall come into the Saints , and burn np all that 
corrupt aad falſe dorine that will not indure the Spirit z and 
error ſhalj never be deſtroyed , but by the Spirit of truth, So 
that the Spirit reforms all error, as wel as al corruptions in the 
Faichful. 

2, The Spirit doth not only reform the fleſh by taking awzy 
all evill out of ic, whether corruption or errors ; but alſo it 
changeth the fleſh into its own likenefſe ; For the Spirit is 2s 
fire that changeth every thing into its ſclfe ; and fo doth the 
Spirit in the fl:ſhy make the fleſhſpirituall : like heavenly fire 
it changeth men into its own likenefſe, and makes them ſpirt- 
tual, heavenly, holy, meck,good, loving, &c. 
And thus the Spirit reforms indeed : When the Spirit is 
poured forth upon a man, how wonderfully doth it reform 
him? this works a change in him in good earneſt, and no man 
is ever truly reformed, till he receive the Spirit. 

And thus you ſee the means that Chriſt uſeth to worke this 
Reformation, and theſc are the only Means, 

ObjeS. Yea but I hope you wil allow ſecular power too: 
May not the ſpiritual Church of Ehriſt be Reformed with 
worldly and ſecular power. 

An/, Ianſwer, by no means, and that for theſe cauſes. | 
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I, Forceable Reformation is unbeſeeming .the Goſpel : for nd 
the Goſpelis the Goſpel of peace, and not of force and fury. = IO 
9 . x , | - the Goſpel. 
Civill-Ecclefiaſticall reformation reforms by breathing out *Thouph the 
threatnings, puniſhments, priſons, fireand death; but the Goſpel truth carry its 
by preaching peace. And therefore it is moſt unbeſceming rhe evidence in zts 


Goſpel, to doe any thing raihly and violently, for the advance- fell ug = p 


ment thereof : for the Goſpel of peace is not to be advanced ;. ;cecer then 
by violence ; and therefore violent Reformers live in contri al the refimo- 
di&Xionto the Goſpel of Peace , and canaor be truly reckoned ziesof mens,yer 


_—_ T59 TRIS: for their fakes 
Chriltizns, but enemies to Chriſtianity, {ith Chrittianity doth char dow weak, 


ali by the pewer of the Anoynting, but Aat.-:hciltianity doth x |. ing. 
all by the power of the world, red the judg- 
| vents of ſome 
godlymen(asI have accidentally met with them)who have ſpoken vf theſe things in the 
1pirit; that ſo you may ſee the truth though ir hath bur few followers, yer it hath ſome. 
Melan{toz on Pſal. x10. v. 3. habebis populum, non coatium gladio, ſed: werbo 
colleftum, 8 leto corde ampleentem ewvangelium, & te ſponte celebrantem. Diſcernir 
3gitur eccleſtam ab irperiis mundanis, & externam ſervitutem a cultibus cords accenſis 
voce cvangelii & a ſpiritu ſanito. . : 
Ag. Religio cogi non vulr, docerl experit, 'Immunitare non ſtabilicur, ſed ever» 
titur. Polar, 
———This Charts ro whomLeo gave the title of the moſt Chriſtian King,was a great con- 
uerer, and overcame many Nations with the ſword , and as the, Tw7k compePeth to has 
aith, ſo be compelled with Violence to the faith of Chrift ; bur alas the rrue faith of Chriſt 
whereunto the Holy Ghoſt draws mens hearts, through preaching. the 177d of truth, he 
knew.not, &c. Tindal, Fides ſua ſponte non coaQe- agere vule. Lyth, Chriſtus non 
voluit vi & igne cogere homines ad fidem. Luth. Hzrer.cos comburere, eſt contra 
voluntatem ſpiritus. Luth, LEG | 
He hath given in the Church the ſword of the ſpirit to znforce with, and not the ſword 
of the Magiſtrate, | 
Prorſus diverſa ratio eſt regni Chriſti & mundi, Mundani Magiſtrarus quz volunt 
jmperant, & ſubdiri coguntur obedientiam few wn Ar in Regno Chriſti, quod non 
eſt muypdana, aur pontificia Dominatio, ſed ſpirituale regnum , nihil fimile geritur, ſed 
quivis alterius judex, & quiliber alteri ſubjeQus eſt, At ryranni & animicidz illi, nj- 
hil morantes vocem Chriſti, regnum meum non eſt de hoc mungo, ex Eccleſia, Politi- 
am civilein, ſeu potius pontificium imperium conſtituerunt. I.4ath. 
—— — Quare ipſam ſedem Beſtiz nego, nikil moratus fit ne bonus vel malus, qui in ea 
ſe det. Sedes inquam quz (it ſuper omnes ſedes nulla eft in Ecclefia ſuper terram jure 
divino,fed omnes ſunt zquales,quia una fides,vnum baptiſma, unus Chriſtus, &c,Lath. 
Where there is no worldly ſuperiority over one another, there is no worldly compulſion 
of one another, In the naturall body, rhere 1s no convocation of many members to-go- 
© D 3 2. Forcs » 
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Vern one, or of more members to govern fewer, but the foot performes its office withour 
being under the authoritative power of the hands, yea each member performs its office 
aright,withour being in ſubordination to another,by the guidance of that head ro which 
itis united, and of thar Spirit thar dwels in it; each member having an immediate influ- 
ence of the head upon it ſelf, rhough ir may outwardly ſeem to be further from the head 
then another member. And thus it is in Beleevers and Congregations. 

——Quit aurem vi & coactione opus vobis eft,qui hujuſmodi certamen decertatis,inquo 
cogi nemo deber? zlrichus ab Hutten, to the Councel of Prieſts, 

What need you the power of the Magiſtrate to defend the truth, who have ſo many 
Scriptures to defend it ? the truth of Gud being to be defended by the word of God,and 
not by the power of men. Idem. 

I could produce-many more Teſtimonies but theſe are ſufficient to ſhew ; thar I am 
not alone in this p oint, againſt Fercible reformation ; but have the Armory of David, 
ro defend it withall, on which there hange a thouſand bucklers, all ſhields of mighty 


mMcn, 
=Y 2. Foreceable Reformation 1s unſutable to Chriſt's King- 


Unſurable to dom ; for Chrilts kingdom ſtands in the ſpirit, and the force 
Chriſts King- of fleth and bloud can contribute nothing to this, 
dome. 2. Apain the faithfull, the SabjeRs of this Kingdom, are a 
ſpiricnall people, and ſo they are without the reach of any out- 
ward force ; you may as well go about to bring the Angels of 
Heaven under an outward and ſecular power, as the faichfull, 
who being born of the ſpire, are more ſpiricuall then they, 
And what hath ficſh and bloud to do with them that are born 
of the ſpirit, in the things of the þ3ric ? and therefore touching 
this Kingdom which 1s ſpirituall, and beyond not only the 
Iſa, x2. 9; power, but the cogniſance of the world, God hath ſaid, There 
WE” ſhall be none to kill nor hurt in all my holy mountain, And a- 
Iſa, 60, 18. gain, Violence ſhall no more be heardin thy ſtreets, Waſting 
nor deſtrultion Within thy borders. 
3 3. As they are a ſpirituall people, ſo alſo a willing people ; 
A willing and what needs outward power to force a people made wil- 
people. ling by the fpiric > Thy people ſpal be willing in the day of thy 
Pal, 210, 3. poWer : the very day of Chrilts power, isnct to force men a- 
gainſt their wils,but co make them willing. The /pirir of God 
that brings them to this Kirgdom, makes them willing to 0- 
bey God there, and gives them pleaſure in that obedience, by 
ſhedding abroad the love of God in their hearts. They that are 
not a willing people, belong not to Chriſts Kingdom, but r. 
the world, 3. By 
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vp ; for the power of the world reforms by the prudence of Humane in- 
the world : and men never uſe humine power in the Church, paring A 
but they fiilt make humane laws in it ; and humane laws arc I 
the rule of humane power. And ſo by this nears, the autho- 
ricy of men, is made to have power, nt inthe things of men, 
but in the chings of God : which 1s the great diihorour 6 
God and his Authority. | 
4. It brings men into blind obedience, and. makes them 0- Lo 
bey what is commanded on pain of punithinear, though they vl / yon 
know not whether it be right or wrong ; with the word, or yJqience, 
2gainſt the word: So that a man (hall jay, that which 1 do I 
am conſtrzined to do, and therefore 1 do it becauſe I am con- 
rained. 
I read in Frithes Anſwer to the B;ſhop of Rocheſter, thata 
youth being preſent ac his Fathers burningy,the Officers ſeeing 
him, reſolved to examine him alc, to try if they might find 
him a /e&ary,or an heretick - but the youth diſmayed at the fad 
Gght of his Fathers death, and fearing the like end himſclt,be- 
ing asked of one of them, how he beleeved? Anſwered, Sir, 7 
beleeve even as it pleaſeth you, And ſo the more outward and. 
violent power is uſed upon men, the more of this kind of faith 
and obedience you ſhill have: when mea ſhall ſee priſons and 
baniſhments, andlofſ: of goods, and death, walking up and 
down the Kingdom for the Reformation of the Church, you 
ſhal at laſt have men ſay, Sirs,we will believe and do, even as it 
pleaſeth-you : We will believe 3s the State pleaſeth, or we will 
believe as the Counſel pleaſeth ; and let them make what co 
feſſion they wil,we had rather believe them,then indure them. 
And thus by fear and puniſhment may men be brought to 
{ay and do that which they neither hclicye ror underitnd ; 
and how acceptabl: ſuch Popiſh fiith and obedience is unto 
God, all ſpirituall Chriſtians know, and every mans conſci- 
ence, mcthinks, ſhould be convinced. | 
5. It makes men Hypocrites and not Saints; for it forceth "IEP 
thc body ing leaves the heart as it was;for the heart cannot be It makes Hy- 
torced Pocwies, 
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forced by outward power , but by the inwaid efficacy of the 
truth ; Now the hearts or men being corrupt , what are all 
out ward duties, they are forced to, but to much Hypocriſie 
So that forceabic Retormation makes only Hypccritcs, and 
gilded Sepulcires, putting a form cf godlinefle , upon the 
outward man, When there is po power of godlinefle in the 
1nner mary but a power of ungodiineſic. 

That Retormation with which the uncleannefe of the 
heart (tanas, 15none of Chrilts Retormation. 

Whatis the Retormation of the outward man , when the 
heatt is full of Aihcitme, jgroranceof God, Adultery, Pridey 
Murder,&Cc, and all the Corruptions of Nature? Call you this 
a Reformation of the Church of Chriſt ? This Reformation 
makes none Saints, but all Hypoctites: forcing mens aRions 
contrary to their natures, | 


6. 6. It cauſes ditturbances and 'tumults inthe world , when 
Cauſes giſtur* men are forced by outward power to at agiinſt their inward 
bances. :NCiples in the thin ft God hat azſtui ban 

principles 1n the things of God , what ciſtutbances and tu- 


mules this hata bred in States and Kingdoms who knows not? 
So they that lay hold on the power of men, and go about to 
reform hearts and conſciences , by outward violence, are nc- 
ver the cauſe of Reformation, but alwayes of t#mulr. And 
this renders the cauſe of the Goſpel grievoxs and 050 to the 
world, rather then commends it. And therefore , let all that 
love the Goſpel of Chriſt, abſtain from outward violence; for 
they that uſe the ſword in this kind, ſhall inthe end periſo by 
the ſword . 

A man when he ins not againſt the State, and juſtly ſtand 
for his State freedom; and to deprive a man of his State- Libey= 
ties for the Kingdome of (hrifts ſake, as it cauſeth diſturban- 
ces in the world , ſo lt apy mzn ſhew me any ſuch thing in 
the Goſpel. : 

Chrin Uſerh, 7. (hrift uſcth no fuch outward force himſclfe J for hee is 
no ſuch our= meek, and lowly in ſpirit; and not boyſterous and furious in the 
ward force. fleſh. And it was foretold of him he ſhould not #rive, nor cry, 
nor lift up his voice in the ſtreets tocall in outward and ſeculsy 
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-ayd, power, He never uſed the power of the World, but did 
all by the poWwer of the ord; even bis very puniſhments and 
diftruftions, he «x.cutcs by the Word ; He ſhal [mite the earth 
with the rod of bus month, and With the breath of his lips be ſhal 
ſlay the wickeds And An:ichriſt himſclt, his greateſt Enemy, 
he deltroyes by the Spirit of bus month,and the brightneſſe of hu 
CommBmmnge "ug 

2 Neither did Chriſt command his Apoſtles to uſe any ſuch 
outWard power, but he tent his Diſciples to preach, and bid 


houſe ; and if men World not receive peace 2nd the doQrine of 
peace, not to force them, but-to depart thence, andto ſtake off 
the duſt of their fect as a Wwitneſſe again$t them, that they had 
been there, according to the wil of Chriſt and the Father,aad 
off-red thum mercy and ſalvation, which they refuſed. 
Aad this is «1 that the A4imters of the Goſpel can do to ary 
that refuſe their dotrine, and not to goto the ſecular Hfags» 
Frate to ask power to puniſh them, or impriſon them, or ſel 
their goods, as is now pradtifed in ſome parts of the Kingdom, 
even upon the Saints: and if men be wjcked, isit not miſery e- 
nough for them to refuſe eternal life, except alſo they infli# on 
" them Temporal death Þ Is it not miſery enough for mento re- 
fuſe the good things of heavey, except they allo deprive them of 
the good things of this preſent life ? and yet as Luther ſaid of 
the Clergy , 2uando non invocat brachium ſeculare ? & morte 
rtraque terra: mundumsWhen doth it not cal upon the /ecrlar 
poweran: zerrifies the world with borh deaths? Surely Chriſt 
and the 0rd approved not theſe ways. For, Math. 18. (hriff 
impoſeth no other puniſhment on them, that would aot beay 
the Church, then that be ſnonld be reckoned as aheathen; and 
Paxl, Titus 3. Teacherh us after oxce and eWice admonition to 
avoyd an Heretick,, but not toimpriſon him, or kil him, or ba- 
iſh him 3 and again theyghat do theſe things ſhal not inherite 
the Kingdome of God g and again, he that beleever not ſpal bee 
damned ; but not oe word of outward or corporal puniſhment 


in el the GoSel, F 
Rr E 3: Ys 


Neither coms 


h | ro $:-rpy 
them /ay into what houle ſocver they entred, Peace be to this Apotttes _ 


2. 


Rrivbhs Reformation, 


—_—— hs 


$. Objet. 


2. O0bjef, 
eL[w. 


3. Objef. 
AnſWv, 


4, Objef. 
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3. Yea Chriſt reproverh his Diſciples, for diſcovering ſuch 
a ſpirit of tyranny as to puniſh men for not receiving him, 
Luke 9. when the Apoltles of i Prelaticzl and Antichiiltian 
Spiric, in that particular, deſtred fire to come down from 
heaven apon them, that would not receiv? him, Chriſt did 
ſevercly rebuke thei, ſaying, Te know not of What ſpirit ye 
are , not of Chclt Spirit, which 15 meek, but of Sathans, who 
was a murderer from the beginninggand of Antichriſts, his firſt 
begotcen in the world: and he adds, rhe Son of man came 
xot to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them; an3 therefore to 
go about to turn the Go/pe/,not to ſave mens lives, but to de 
ltroy. them, and ſo to change Chriſt himſelf from a Saviour 
into a Deſtroyer, this is Aarichrilt Triumphant. 

All theſe things ſhew, that Wor/dly power hath no place 

at all inthe Reformation-of the Goſpel, 


Now I ſhould have proceeded here to anſyrer ſome Ob- 
}«<&ons, as namely ; 


T. That of Lake 14. compel them to come is : this, I for- 
getting, named not. | 

May a Chriſtian then live as he liſt ? 

No, by no means; for he hach the word and /pirit in him, 
to keep him from living as he liſt; and he knows that no-man 
ini Gods kingdom may live as he wils, but as God wils. 

But would you have no Law ? ; 


No Laws in Gods kingdom, but Gods Laws ; and theſe: 
are a thouſand times better then all the laws of men: and 
they are theſe three : x 


The Law of a new nature. 
The LaW of the ſpirit of life that # in (rift, 
The Law of love, .. | | 

But would you heye no government ? 


Yes, but the government of Chriſt the head, and the Holy 


Ghoſt the /pirit, jn and over the Ehurch the body. They that 
would govers the faithful the members of Chrilts own boay, 
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make themſelves the head of thoſe Members ; and fo Anti- 
chriſt may 2s well be found in a combination of men, as in 
one ſingle perſon. | 

But would you have no. Oratr ? = 

Yes, the belt thatis; even ſuch an Order asis in the body 
of Ghriſt 5 where every member is placed by Chrif, aad 
none by it ſelf; The Oraey of the ſpirituall Church is a ſpi- 
rituall Order, and not a carnall. | 

But would you have fi» ſuffered ? 

No, but more truly and throughly deſtroyed, then any po- 
wer of the world can deltroy it ; even by the {pirir of judge. 
ment and burning, 

' - But would you haye inner s ſuffered ? 


No, but puniſhed more ſeverely, then any powers of the eAvſw. 


world can'puniſh them ; For he bal ſmite the earth with 
the rod of his month, and With the breath of his lips he ſhal ſlay 
the Wicked. 

And as for thoſe that are outwardly wicked, the Magi- 
{rate 1s to keep them in order, for the quiet of the State, the 
having power over their per/on5, eſtates, and lives, © 

I ſhould alſo have procecded to the next thing ; the advan-' 
rages of ſuch a Goſpel Reformation Where it # Wrought ; toge-= 
ther with the 77s : but becauſe I would not be overloneg, 
I paſle by theſe things, and ſo procced no farther in chis Diſ- 
courſe. : 6 apcaen - = 

But veing brought hither by 'an unexpeRed providence, E 
ſhal crave liberty to ſpeak a few word to you in the behalf of 
two Kingdoms, that is, this Kingdom and Gods. 

I. That which I have to r<quelt of you for this Kingdom, 
is, that yon would regard the oppreſſion of the poor, and the 

ſighing of the needy > Never was there moreinjuſtice und of-"* 
preflion in the Nationthen now ; I have ſecn'miny oppreſled 
and cruſhed, and none to help thews, I befeech you conſider this 
with a/ your hearts, for many who derive poWver from you are 
great oppreſſors, And therfore I require you it the'name of God, 
Waiſcharge the truſt that Got hath pitt into your himids;8 fo to 
. E 2 aefend 
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defend the poor and tatberleſſe, to do juſtice to the afflifled and 
needy, to deliver the poor and needy, and to rid them out of the 
hanas of the wicked; This is your buſineſſe, diſcharge your duty; 
if you Wil nor, then hear what the Lord faith, P/a. 12. 5. for 
the oppreſſion of the poor ; for the ſighing of the needy , now Wil 
T ariſe ſaith the Lord; and Gods riſing in this caſe, would prove 
your ruine, If you wil not do Godr work in the Kingdowe 
which he hath ca//4 you too, he wil dv it h»mſelf,withouc you; 
2s it is written, He ſhal deliver the needy when he cryeth, the 
poor alſo ; and he that hath no helper ; he ſhal ſave their ſouls 
| from decert and wiolexce ; the common evils of the times, Antl 
this is a// chat I have co ſay for th# Kingdom. | 
2+ I hive a few moye things co tay touching Gods Kingdom 
and the firſt is this. : 
I That z$Ghriſts K ngdom,and the Kingdoms of the world 
are diſtin, So you would be pleaſed to keep them ſo; not 
»ingle them together your (elves, nor ſuffer others to do it, to 
the great prejudice and diſturbance of both, 

2. Thar you would be pleaſed co chink that Chrifts Kingdom 
(which is not of this world ) hath /#fficient power in te fe/f to 
mannage all the affairs of it, withour ltanding in #eed of any 
434d or help trom the World; Secing the power of man 1s of no 
place or uſe in the Kingdom of God, which is got a Temporal, 
or an Eccleſiaftical Dominion, but n Spiritual. 

3. That you would /#ffer, the /irt/e Ftone of Chrifts Kingdom 
to be hewea out 'of the Aorntain of the Romas Monarchy, 
whereof this Kingdome is a part, Without haxd:s, evcn by the - 
power and efficacy of the Word and ſpirit ; ſceing the hands of 
men Cannot help Hut hinder this Work which is to be done with- 
out hands : And that your might, and your power would pleaſe 
to let God de this work of hu without might and without 
power, and by his Spirit only, 

4. That you would be pleaſed to ſuffer the aſſemblings of 
the Sernts, both publikely and privately, as occoſion ſerves, 
feeing thi can be no prejudice to the State, but 8 great advan- 
ee en Lage 
. and 
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and in their aſſembling pray for the peace and welfare of this: 


divided and diſtraed Kingdome, Aad a/ſo, that :you-take 
heed of ſcatterivg thaſe Churches, that meet in the Name and 
Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, (which are Chris own gathering to» 
g:ther,lealt {Chriſt ſo ſcatter you abroad that you never be ga» 
thered together again. + , - 
5. Thac you rake heed you do nothing to the prejudice of 
the Faithfull, Gods own people z as he hath warned you by 
the Spirit, ſaying, Touch not mine anoynted and do my prophets 
0 harm ; This place h:th been miſerably miſtak.n: for the 
Kings of theearth and che Clergie have ſhared it between 
themſclves, waiereas indeed 1t belongs to neither, for Gods 
anyojnted are the faithfull that are avoynred with the Spirir, 
thc oy/e of God, and ſoare anoynted as Chriſt was anoymed, 
And theſe anoynred ones, are the Lords Prophets, and the Lord 
hath no Prophcts bur /#ch as arc anoynted weh the Spire. 
Thus Ch:iſt was made the Lords Prophet , The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, for he hath anointed me to preach the Goſpell, 
and thus are ail his Brethren made Prophets; being fe/lows 
wich him in his UnQion, And therefore take heed how you 
wedadle with the Lords anoynted ones, and with the Lords 
Prophets ; for us it is ſaid, He ſuffered no man to do then 
' wrong,yea he even reproved Kings for their ſakes, laying,T ouch 
z0t, © ce So the Lord hath (till the ſame care of the Same pro 
ple, and will /#ffer zo man to do. them wrong , but will re- 
prove Kings and Parliaments, and Kingdomes, and Cities, 
and Counties, and Committees, he will reproove them all for 
their ſ{:kes, and ſay, Toxurh not mine anointed and do my Pro- 
phets no harm: for thy that are anoymied with che Spirie 
arethe fie of Chriſt, and the Prophets of God, and therefore 
touch them and harm them at your owa petill. It grieves me 
to ſee the reſt of the Kingdome touching theſe anoynted ones 
of God, ad doing harm to theſe his Prophets, abuſir'g, and 
ſpoyling and 1impriſoning them ; Ic would grieve me much 
more if I (hauld fee you d 110g the ſame, for this would bring 
2208 a$ Well as the Kingdome under Gods oWvn reproofe, andthe 
ans | E 3 reproef* 
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reproofe of God who can indure ? 


Sixthly, and laſtly, Take heed you do not hinder the free 
paſſage ot che Goſpel. When God hath put his Spirie into 
the hearts of men, take heed how you relilt the word in thoſe 
mens mouths ; for the Word of God in the meaneſt jaltru- 
ment, can nevec be reſiſted, but will carry all beforeit, The 
Honour, Power, Dignity,Authority, Nobility, Magiltracy, 
of the Kingdom, if they ſhould eace (tand up to hinder the 
Wand of Lod, the word of God would carry them all be- 

ore it. 

And therefore it grieves me to ſee how the City,Country, 
Country-towns, Villages, do all ri/e zp for the-molt part a« 
gainlt the miniſtration of the Firit, for this is a certain ſigns 
of the undoing of them all : God will ſuffer and indure any 
ſin long but only the contempt and oppoſition of the Goſpel : 
but when men once riſe up againſt the Go/pe/ in the Spirit 
and power of it, they are ſure to-be undone by it, and to be 
ſhatcered all ia pieces, for this brings ſwift vengeance. 

And therefore when I ſee the generality of the people of 
all ſorts, riſe up againſt the Miniltracion of the Spirie( which 
God hath now-in theſe days of ours, ſet up even in every 
County for ſalyation to his people, but for a ſtone of ſtum- 
bling, and a rock of offence to the reſt) ] an: then excee- 
dingly diſtrefled and pained at the very heart for thee O Eg 
land, and for all thy Cities and Towns, and inhabitants ; for 
thou that daſheſt againſt the Spirit in the Goſpel, how ſhalt 
thou be dzſhed'in peeces thy ſelf, and there ſhall be no hea- 
livg for thee e | 

] could hope for Peace again, and good days ſuddenly it 
this Kingdom, but for this fin of the contempt and oppoſing 
the Golpel, and this makes my hopes, even atanend ; and 

the day of my fear, is come forth upon me. | 

But oh you honourable and beloved Chriſtians, let not your 
ſoul enter into thoſe mens ſecrets, neither yet walk in their 
open'and publike ways; for ruin and deſtruftion are in their 
paths, and the way of peace they (hall never know, —_— 
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Right Reformation, 


God is about to enter inro controverlie with all fleſh, for 
their 1iſing up againſt the Miaiſtration of the Spirit, And 
therefore be wiſe here I beſeech you, that in the ſhattering 
of the Nation (if there be no remedy ) you may be kept to= 
gether aS 2 bleſſed remnant and a hopeful! [red of the follow- 


ing generation. : 
; To Conclude. 


' Honourable and worthy, we will be willingly coatented, 
to do and ſuffer all things with you ; we will cheerfully run 
through hononr and diſponour with you ; fame and infamy ; 

4in and loſſe, trouble and quietneſſe, Warxnd Peace, life and 


death; and do defire to reſerve nothing to our ſelves, Niſs | 


unicuns verbum domini,but only the Word of God, in its own 
purity and liberty ,to preach it,and to publiſh it,nnd to profeſſe 
It, and prai/e it for the glory of God and his only begorten 
Son and for the good of hi kingdom and this Kingdom. 


eAnd thus much unto Jou from the Lord, 


A Reply to Maſter Loves 
CONTRADICTIONS. 


Str, 


n 
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EcauſeI would not wrong you in any mea- 
ſure in what you ſaid, I wenc to one who 
took your notes in ſhort-hand, and he gave 
: me what here ſerdown for yours, which I 
well remember are the things you then ſpake, for the 
ſubſtance of them. To which I give you this fol- 
lowing Reply, oaks | 
.. Mr, LOYE, 
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Rrght Reformation. 


| Mr. LOFE, 

Caſt your eyes upon the begun Reformation, though 
peradventure cryed down with Confidence, Noſuch thing 
as the Reformation of the Church, &c, 

Reply. | | 
I taught indeed, That che Kingdome of Chr:#7 is a 
ſpiritual Kingdome, and the Reformation of it is a= 
fwerable ; and thar Chri himſelf, who is the Lord , 
the Spirit, is the Reformer of this ſpiritual k ingdome 
by his Pordand Spzrit : bur little thought that a#y 
man would have been ſo 4{:nd or worle, as to have af- 


firmed, the preaching of this ſpiritual and gloriomRe- 


formation, was to preach againſt a1 Reformation. Is 
the Reformation of Jeſus Chrilt, which he works by 
his wordand Sprrit in all the farthfull, and in all the 
Charches of- the Saines no Reformatzon at all > How 
durſt you affirm this Mr, Love? 
Mr. LOFE, 
AS If afl were encompaſſed withir the narrow heart, 
of mag” 
4 Reph., | 

Yet I aid plainly enough, When the heart is re- 
formed, all is reformed ; and Goſpe! Reformation » 
though it 4eg795 in the #ward man, eras in the 
outward, Did you» Sir, accuſe me rightly then, 
or no? 

Mr. LOFE, oy” 
Tf this be ſo, Race out the firſt Article of the Covenant, 
| Reply. 

I had rather the alk Ro were 74red out, 
thenthe /24i# truth contained in the #ordof God: 
Though I like the Covenant well enough, according 
tothe true intention of it» | 

fonts 
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Again, if the thing be truly conſidered, it will 
appear, thar'yos arc more againſt the Covenant 
then'I : for the Covenant'iengapes us to reform ac- 
cording to the word of God, bur you (ir ſeems)would 
reform without, yea'againſt the word, with outward 
and ſecular: power 35 which you will nor ſuffer in 
the Magiſtrates: hands neither, bur will »eeds have 
it in your owne. 7 OO Va; 

W _ _Mr.LOFE. 6 

If this DofFrine be true, That Goſpel Reformation be 
only (pirituall, then 1 wonder how Paul was ſo ont; who 
ſaid, When'1 come Iwill ſet all things in-order't ſurely 
that was u Church Order. tr BftT 2 

: Reph. _ 

But pray, What outward or ſecular power had 
Paul, (who ſuffered not onely much from the 
wortd, but moſt from the falſe Apoſtles ) ro ſerthe 
Church.in order 2 Did -Paul (think you) uſe any 
worldly power to fer the church in order, -or on- 
ly the power of the wordand ſpirit 5 Burtheſe 
men- think, if the. Charch 'be ro be ſet in order 
by the word and ſpirit onely. (which were ſuffi- 
cient in Paxls time) it's like tobe out of order 
for-them, - | 5 I*Y 


A WON - Mr. LOFE. | 

To try down all kinde of Government under he art- 
government ; and all Reformation as carnall, berauſe 
you have the Civil Magiſtrates hand to itt» againſt 
that place of Paul, 1. Tim. 2. 2. Pray for Kings,and 
all that are in authority, that we may lead'a quiet and 
Peaceable life in all JE and honeſtie. 


Reply. 
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Well argu'd now indecd, | Babes and fucklings, 
yauſhall- come forth::and anſwer .this Maſter in 
Irath.-. | Let - 

NT ſence of this place is evidently this 5 Thar 
Chriſtians ſhould pray for Kings 8&Governours, that 
God would ſo incline thar hearts, rhar whileſt we 
live in godlinefſe under them, they would ſuffer 
us to live in - .and not make us fare the 
warſe intheworld , for our intereſt inthe kingdome 
of God... And- what onedropcan. Mr. Love ſqueeze 
gut of this Scripture to. cool rhe: tip of his rongue ? 
For the meaning is not, That the Magiſtrate . 
ſhould 7zforce godlinefle z bur protec? us in god- 


if rito:t o fy Mr..ZOFE.. 4 bag 

. Tojnſtle ont the Magiſtrates power,is t#juftle ont.the 
firſt Article of the Covenant, ( What-again? \) and 
they that juſtle ont that, = jaſtle out you ſhotthy. 

TEES ITT © 4 4.0\ FDA: 53: TY rok NEG 

. Goog.: Sir, Aſcrive ne your 8973: work to' or 
bands. The juſtlng ont the Magiſtrate, have you 
not made it the chzefe part..of your bufinefle now 
for along while together £ And are you nor -/t#/} 
ſo diligently a&ing x every. day, that now you- 
think your. warke. is tn forme forwardurffe, -atid you 
are pretty wellable ro: degle-with him< And now - 
becauſe you would not be miſtraſted' your ſelves, 
you publikely flandera- with it, We ſeecterrty 
tharow all-your fender diſguiſes > 
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: Mr-o LOVE oo > 
.Er8 045 of another mind; Ezra 7. 26. Whaſoever will 
wot do the Law of thy God, and the Law of thy King, let 
Iudgement be executed ſpeedily upon him, whether it be 
wits death, or unto baniſhment, or to confiſcation. of goods, 
8r £0 impriſenment. 4.435 = 
Reply. FE ae 
Well, Sir, will you fezd to this place, and ſhall this 
exnd the conmroverſie 2 Pray mark then: This was part 
of the Decree of Artaxerxes,. a King of the: Nations 
rouChing the Fewes, for the rebuilding of the materia! 
Temple ; Thar they ſhoyld have liberty to do it, and 
not be moleſted in the doing of it, bur ſhould have what 
aſsiſtance the Stats could attord. The Decree was this : 
Ezra 7.13. 1 make 4 Decree, That all they of the people of 
Ifract, and of the Priefbs and Levites in any Realm, which 
are minted of their own free will, to go wp 10 Feruſalem, go 
with thee, Foraſmuch as thou art ſent of the King 
his ſeven Countefors, te exquire concerning Indab 
Feruſalens, according ts the Law of thy. God that is in wy 
hand,&c. And ver.n1. 1 Artaxerxcs the King do make 
# Decree toall 5, voy 2k beyend the River, That what-, 
ſoever Ezra the Prieſk ſhall require of you , it be done 
ſpeedily unta two: hunared Talents of filwver.. And then, 
v8.26. follows, Whoever- will not do the law of thy God, 
and the law of thy Ring, Let him; be fo and fo puniſhed, 
t.; Here then:you fee, That Artiaxerxes made no decree. 
ro #nfoxce. alk the Fewes:ro go bwld; butas the Text 
faith, Theſe 'that were: minded of their own free will. 
See you not here, that even a King of the. Nations. 
Yhonghr it abreaſonable to force any man to goto _ 
F 2 -Gods 


(36) 
Gods material houſe, «gainft his will. 

2. And ſecondly, you fee, How he gave them no lawes 
how to build, bur permitted rhem to do it, acrording to 
the law of their God that was in their hands. 

3. And thirdly,you ſee, How he deterred any. from hin- 
dering them from this work, upon pain of death, banifh- 
ment,ec. 

Doyounot perceive now by this time, how you then 
deceived the people, by giving them the letter of the 
Word, vithouerhe true ſexſe of it, as Satan dealt with 
Chriſt in his temptations ? Such Sermons bring an Howre 
of Temptation upon the people. 


T his then. is the force of the place : | 
- T+Firſt, That the Magiſtrate may make a Decree,for all 
that are 11ided of their own free will, to build the Spe- 
7itual Temple of Jeſus Chriſt, and to gather up into a 
Communion of Saints, | 
2:Secondly, Thar he ought ro permit this to be done, 
according to the law of our God that us in our hands, or ra- 
rher according to the /aw of the Spirit of life that is in 
our Hearts; and not to 7»force upon- us any iChtrgy con- 
ftitutions. SAO Os INCA WE. S1-T 
2. And thirdly, That be may deterre you, and the ref 
ofthe Kingdome that are of the l;ke mznde, from reſiſt= 
inz and hindering this work, which hath its authority 
from. Heaven, Thar ſo the Saints (the 'Kingdome of 
Chriſt ) may pray forthe Magiſtrate, and Chriſt (the 
King of Saints) may bleſſe the Magiſtrate, and make 
bim profperow,' And pray now what 1s all this-to your 


purpoſe 2; ih * Hy: SI 
G2V; Mr. L0 YE« 


- a —— 


(37) 
214. A Mr. COP E.: a4 aw 
. If it was good in your Hearts $0 think to Reform'; its much 
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© Reply. | 
- Does not GOD ſay, It 07. ger” that David thought 
to build a Temple ; and yer. for all-thar; he /hould nox 
build'it * And do you now &are to Þþlamne: this very 
thing 2 Cannot the Scripture it” ſelf be quiet-for you 2 
Mr. LOYE. 
Ton need not fear loſing a Party. 1, 
| 3 +... Reply. 07 N32) | 

Yea,burt how if God be in that Parity? What rhen,Sir 2 
Is. it not better keeping a little , poor , deſpiſed Parry , 
thathathG O Din it; then a great and wwmerom Party, 
without God © | | 

Again, _——— preach before the Parliament,.tg 
make or caſt oft parties « Doth- this appertain ro the 
myſterie of Chriſt and the Father 2 Reader, Thefe men 
are;{o over-buſie in making, :and marring Partyes,:that L 
much fearethey will, inthe ed, throw the Kingdome 
into. morc miſery and blood than their Predeceſſors have 
done. . :;:.. 
53 ob rt ag non, MroiG0 F Ec: - 
|- Reformiatrps is no forcing Conſcience, it medales-not with 
Conſcience,: it reſtrains Pradtice : If. a Teſuite come from 
Rome #0 kill 4 great Perſon , he does it in Conſcience, but 
1 meddle not-with his Conſcience, 1 reſtrain his Practice. 
; Docs not your I es, with Conſci- 
ence, Mr. LOYE ? Did you ſpeake this of your ſeife, at 
xandore, as. the reſt , or. is this.the- ſeſe of your Bre- 
tFren? And doth your Reformation only reſtxain jont- 
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ward Prattice ? Then ta tye up mad Dogs, and Beares, 
and\Tygers; isyour moſt. exce/leut. Reformatian. | You 
that will not meddle with the Conſciences of men, it is 
no worder you are making ſo.many iron yoaks for their 
necks, and ſo many ſnares and fetters to hamper the ov7- 
ward man, the proper ſubjet#( it feems ):of your Refors 
mation. / And chus taking upon your”: fe{ves the Refors 
mation of the: oxtward 22ay, you do indeed pur the 
Magiſtrates work to.an ends And then the Aſſembly 
may {crve, in the place of the Houſe of Commans; and 
$ion-Colledge in the place of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Commo;-Councet. Sec younot yet, Oh ye Powers of 
the World, how the Eccleſiaſtical Powers would: cat 
you out? -- [ks 451548: 0 IL Ow); 4! 
And for your Teſuite, Did you ever hear me'fay or 
hint,” That the Mag:ffrete-ſhonld not reſfraimwand puniſh 
outward wickedneffe 2: 1 with therefore you woutd 
riddle your ſelves, and ell ruby, if you dare, how: 
far-you would /;mit. che Magiſtrate; and. *w/urge your 
ſelves upon the auvard many SN 
Bur certainly, if the Magiffates -power hath under it 
the wholc outward man, as indeed it hath: And if Chrifht 
power have under it, the wholeinward man, as indeed it 
hath ; whar place then (]-pmy) is'rhere: kefvifor: pour 
Eccleſiaſtical power, when the outward and thewwnurd 
mian are 4ſpoſod of before'? Sure, when the-Megifiras 
takes his own propre power tq' bimfelf, and Chrefhis 
own proper power to himfelf.;*your power will be found 
ro bave 'o place, eitherin the Wdr/ds Kingdom, or 
GODS , but you mult find} our ſome third iphace forirs 
for I will” 4f/#1ne>/you''none-; £ leſt your proven 
angrys'-s {2 NOISE, Woe £50h po tooth 
oC Mr. LOFE. 
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The Church. of 'Thyatira miyht thinke: ſhre” bad 
new: bght,: avid yet God ſaith; "1 haves few things 
againſt thee, beranſt "how ſuſſereſt the woman Jexa- 


bel, '&c. : 
7 op Oval GET Reply. St na 5; - E:- LEree! 
Truly- Sir ,-. whth ' Go#?ſhall- tiake- you a- Now - 
Creature, 'you'\will: be\glad of New tight ; for'be- 
hold (ſaith God)'1 wrake- all things New, eyen'-rhe 
light as. well as the creature : the-Old tight will 
ſerve the 9id man webendught” 03) 3 2913 04 

And 'for «the: Spirirs teptoving the npelofihe - 
Charch, for ſuffering falſe and erretieous Terth- 
ers ; doth this prove, as:y0# wrdertake; that tHe An- 
261 of the Church” had 06" exetriſcd;; rol ard © 
ſeaular power in the: Chw ab of Chi? Youorte; 
not: #uderſt anding the 'Sctipturesz for then” ai 
thing is ſaffered inthe Church, -when it -is'\nor 
reproyed.. and condemned by the Word ; the 
Word of rruth-;-taught- and 'publiſhed iri the 
Ghurch:-will ſuffer "no exrour there 5 biit youtn- 
derſtand-this fufferine , of 'ntward and vitlent 

were.: Do you not remember, that I faid at the 

cginning, that the car»al Church underſtands the 
whole Scriptures cartally* + © 
_ Mr. LOFE. 

And now #0 hear. fuch Sermons preached,” and Books - 
printed ; if it. had been at Aryſterdam, it hed reds no - 
maryell:: But at London, _ « Weſtminſter, &c. 

f £1 Reply. - 

Truly, ſuch a MPR 4 mine might have been 

prfachcd ar Amſterdam. or any where clſe where 
4 = tne 
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the Goſpel hath free paſſage - and ſuch a Sermon 
26.y04r#, migtit; have:been: preached\ aria," 'or 
any: wheze.clſe. where'the p_ Word of 06 0D 
is under.reſtraint., and Eecleſtaſtical power exalts 
it ſclf,, both above the power of the Word, .and the 
power of the Nation. Tpwr:Sermon ſavours as ill 
tothe F4/2Afullyas miveito-che Forld. 2% 

_ Many other weak, paſſidnate, inconſuderateeryonj- 
o5:thiogs, fell from Mr. L:0 YE, neither worth 
the,troubling che Reader. with, nor avy ſelf, and: 
ſo they may periſh ant;7at. ir cheir.ownograve (if 
they. will.) forghey ſhall;never receive a-Reſwrre- 
&10y from me... _ | a * | 


And now: atithe cloſe of all, I defire the. Reader 

$0.obſerve the; \differenceberween our Enemies ant, 
ourſelves, in; xhis\great-point-of Authority and 

Inriſdition, which is-this : That Je exalt -1eſws 

Chriſt alone in the fpiritual: Church, and attribute 
tothe Magiſtrate, his full power.in the:world ;; Bur 

they exalt themfetves jn Chriſts ſtead;in the Church; 
and ſet, under their feet-the. <Alugiſtrates:power in 
the warld. And this is ſo evidexr.,thar there is ſome 

operation of Satay, more or leſſe, upon himthar 
oiratin of Tan, more or lf, won im 
F. | FA N11. $5. 293ÞQGUHYC 0107: : 


1 tm Prajens malejudicat '&tas]} 
n Tudicium' melins.” 'PoReritatis 'erit. 
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